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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

My Dear Fathers, Sisters and Laity,
A Blessed New Year 2026!

As the clock strikes midnight on this New Year's Eve, we
stand at the threshold of 2026, invited by God to embrace His
light anew. On January 1, we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God, who tenderly cradled the Saviour and teaches
us to ponder His mysteries in our hearts. Through her fiat -
"Let it be done" - Mary shows us the path of humble
surrender, birthing Christ in the world and in our souls.

Just days later, on Epiphany, we rejoice in the Magi's journey,
guided by a star to the King of Kings. This feast reveals Christ
as the light for all nations, drawing seekers from every corner
of the earth. In 2026, may these twin celebrations illuminate
our year: Mary's motherhood calling us to nurture faith
within our families and communities, and Epiphany urging us
to carry Christ's light outward, crossing borders of culture,
language and difference.

Embrace Mary as Mother: Begin each day with a simple
prayer to Mary, asking her to form Christ in you. In families,
consecrate your home to her on January 1 - perhaps with a
shared rosary - fostering peace amid life's busyness. Follow
the Star of Epiphany: Identify one "migrant" act of outreach
this year - visit a neighbor from another background, support
refugees in your parish, or share your faith story online.

Mary, Our Mother Who Leads and Intercedes

Mary, the Mother of God, stands at the heart of our faith as a
loving mother who leads God’s people to her Son and
continually intercedes for them. From the moment of her yes
at the Annunciation, Mary became a guide on the path of
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faith, teaching us trust, humility, and total surrender to God’s
will.

She leads us not by words alone, but by example. In silence
and obedience, she listens to God, treasures His Word in her
heart, and follows Him even through suffering. At Cana, she
gently directs the servants - and all of us - toward Jesus with
her enduring instruction: “Do whatever He tells you.” Thus,
Mary always leads the Church closer to Christ.

As a compassionate mother, Mary also intercedes for her
children. She knows our struggles, fears, and needs. Standing
at the foot of the Cross, she received us as her children, and
from heaven she continues to pray for us with a mother’s love.
Her intercession brings us comfort in trials, strength in
weakness, and hope in moments of despair.

As we honor Mary, Mother of God, let us walk under her
guidance, trust in her intercession, and learn from her how to
live as faithful disciples. Through Mary, may we be led ever
closer to Jesus, the source of all grace and salvation.

In this New Year, may Mary's intercession and Epiphany's
star guide you to deeper communion with God and one
another. Go forth as bearers of Christ's light - peace be with
you!

I wish you “A Happy New Year 2026” & “A blessed and joyous
Epiphany” to you all!!

May God bless you!!

With my prayers and apostolic blessing,

% Lawrence Pius, D.D.,
Bishop of Dharmapuri
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BISHOP’S DESK

1. World Day of Peace: World day of Peace is celebrated on 1t
January every year. It can be celebrated also on any convenient
day near to it. Our world shows increasing evidence of grave
threats to peace. The World Day of Peace has been celebrated
since 1968 on the first day of every year.

2. The Church Unity Octave: The TNBC Commission for
Dialogue and Ecumenism in an effort to strengthen Christian
unity has marked out the week from 18t to 25t January, 2026 as
the Christian Unity Octave. It is an occasion for every Christian
to remember and reflect on the prayer of Jesus, “May they all be
one” (Jn. 17:21). Unity octave is an invitation for all of us to
deepen our unity and fellowship with all Christian brothers and
sisters. I call upon all the parish priests to make every effort to
make the celebration of the unity octave meaningful and fruitful.
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3. Reminder about Collections: Many thanks to all the parishes,
convents and institutions that have contributed generously to
the Mission Sunday. Those who have not yet handed over the
Mission Sunday, Good Friday and Holy Childhood collections of
2025 are hereby requested to do so by the 25t of January 2026 in
order to help us to send the amount to the Propagation of Faith,
Rome. Christmas Mid Night Mass Collection for Pro Afris is to
be remitted to the Procurator as early as possible.

4. ANBIAM Month: Basic Christian Communities — ANBIAM
has led to a greater involvement of Laity in the Church and in the
rediscovering of the essential nature of the Church’s existence.
We celebrate the ANBIAM Month every year in the month of
January in order to rejuvenate in us the spirit of communion. Let
us celebrate this month as ANBIAM month which is from
01.01.2026 to 31.01.2026. The necessary handbills are being given
to you. You can use the Handbills as well as Posters for the
Anbiam Celebration. I request all the parish priests in the
parishes where BCCs exist to make efforts to celebrate every
Sunday of this month in a meaningful way. Let me take this
chance to remind other parish priests of the parishes in which
BCCs do not exist to make efforts to form the BCCs at the
earliest.

5. Clergy Monthly Recollection for the month of January 2026
will be at Vicariate level.

BISHOP’S PROGRAMME - JANUARY 2026

Date & Day Time Programme

Jan 1st Thursday (9.00 am |[New Year Mass,Divine Nagar

Jan 31 Saturday [6.00 pm |Mass,Villiyanur

Jan 40 Sunday  [6.00 pm |Flag Hoisting & Mass - Chennai

Jan 6 Tuesday [11.45 a m [Mass,Pallipalayam

4.00 pm |Visit of the Superior General, Koinonia

Jan 7t 9.00 am |Visitation of Dicastery Officials
Wednesday onwards |-St. Peter's Seminary, Bangalore
Jan 8th & 9h Classes at St. Peter's Seminary,
Thu & Fri Bangalore
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Jan 10t Saturday |12.15 pm [Mass — Messiyavin Anmeega
Maiyam,Gudiyattam
4.00 pm |Mass - Teacher's Retreat, Sogathur
Jan 11t Sunday [10.00 am [Marriage Preparation Class,
Pastoral Centre
6.30 pm |Mass,Chennai
Jan 13t Tuesday [10.00 am (Talk & Mass, Chennai
Jan 14 Wednes [9.00 am |Feast Mass — Selliampatti
11.45 am |Mass - Retreat, Sogathur

Jan 15t Thursday

8.00 am

Mass — Convent Blessing. Shoolagiri

11.00 am

Feast Mass — Confirmation, Dinnur

2.30 pm

Naveena Suyamvaram, Krishnagiri

Jan 16t Friday

10.00 am

Confirmation, Billigundu

3.00 pm

Mass — Convention, Denkanikottai

Jan 17t Saturday

10.00 am

Feast Mass, Sesurajapuram

5.00 pm

Feast Mass,Vellore Diocese

Jan 18t Sunday

10.30 pm

Mass , Bangalore

Jan 19t & 20t

Classes at St. Peter's Seminary,

Mon & Tue Bangalore
Jan 21st & 22nd Half-yearly meeting- TNBC, Chennai
Wed & Thu

Jan 24t Saturday

10.00 am

Talk — Good Shepherd Seminary,
Coimbatore

Jan 25" Sunday |10.30 am |Nuptial Mass — Loyola College, Chennai
6.00 pm |Mass — Chennai

Jan 26th-28t Classes at St. Peter's Seminary,

Mon - Wed Bangalore

Jan 29t Thursday [3.00 pm  [Mass — Retreat, Sogathur

Jan 31st Saturday

12 noon

Don Bosco Feast, Bagalur

6.30 pm

Don Bosco Feast, Sogathur
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PROCURATOR DESK - JANUARY 2025
SURPLUS MASS INTENTIONS
Parish Priest - Elathagiri 828 Mass @ 150 | 124,200.00
Parish Priest - Dinnur 30 Mass @ 120 3,600.00
Parish Priest - Kadakathur 45 Mass @ 120 5,400.00
Fr Rayappan 40Mass @ 150 6,000.00
Parish Priest - Denkanikottai 53 Mass @ 150 7,950.00
Parish Priest - Kandhikuppam 241 Mass @ 150 36,150.00
Parish Priest - Dasarapalli 78 Mass @ 150 11,700.00
Parish Priest - Sundampatti 77 Mass @ 150 11,550.00
Parish Priest - Palacode 50 Mass @ 120 6,000.00
Avila Jothi Carmelite Seminary Goa 500 Mass @ 200 | 100,000.00
Parish Priest - Thenkaraikottai 90Mass @ 150 13,500.00
Parish Priest - Kovilur 700 Mass @ 150 | 105,000.00
Parish Priest - Veppampatti 6 Mass @ 150 900.00
Total | 431,950.00
SEMINARIANS FUND
Mr.A.S.P Selvam - Divine Nagar 1000.00
Total 1000.00
CATHEDRAL FUND
Fr.Jaya Kumar - Saidapet - Chennai 50,000.00
Scrap Materrils Sold 200,000.00
Mr.Francis - Mathigiri 1,000.00
Parish Priest - Kovilur 20,000.00
Total 271000.00
- Fr. Isaias, Procurator
Office : +9194434 10245, Personal : 9976493330
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 1.2.2025 TO 25.12.2025
3 ) > Q g % »
2x|zEqE8s |55 |Ex |8g|E . qEE8
Parishes 8 |S83=3 |58 |22 o [ESgTE S

Sg|2ESZ® |E3 5% |5R|E°3gs%
> = o > n 5 o a©q
2 A L 3

Adaikalapuram 850 500 3,500 10,000

Averipalli

Bagalur 100] 1,250| 6,800 200] 4,100 150/ 700

Bargur (Kottur)

B.Pallipatti 1,500] 4,000] 15,000/ 1,200

Bommidi 1,000 1,500 4,500/ 500 15,000 500/ 500{ 1,800

Billigundu 300] 750] 2,000{ 660{ 2,000

Christupalayam | 1,500{ 3,000{ 4,000] 2,000 2,000{ 2,500

Dasarapalli 1,500] 3,450] 9,200 1,250| 35,500

Denkanikottai 2,500{ 2,000{ 7,000{ 1,800

Dinnur/

Gobachanthiram 500 4,000 8,000 6,000

Divine Nagar 3,000{ 3,000] 10,000

Dharmapuri 5,000{ 8,000| 27,000{ 8,000{ 1,80,000 5000/ 5000

Elathagiri 5,000{ 7,000| 14,000{ 2,500{1,75,180

Harur 1,500] 1,500 2,000f 500 500

Hosur 5,000{ 12,000| 26,000{ 5,000] 3,28,650

Kadagathur 400{ 1,000{ 2,000{ 400[ 25,000] 500

Kathanpallam 2,000{ 1,600{ 7,400 36,600

Kaveripattinam 500{ 2150| 1970{ 500{ 4,500 1,000

Kandikuppam 5,000{ 5,000] 40,000

Kelamangalam 460/ 2,000

Kethamapatti 1,000 1,000 4,000] 1,000f 20,000{ 1,000/ 3,000{ 3,000

Kempathpalli 300

Krishnagiri 7,200{ 13,800| 19,000{ 3,000{ 2,50,000

Kovilur 3,150 4,200/ 8,300{ 3,500{ 41,000{ 3,150| 10,000

Mathagondapalli| 1500{ 1,500{ 10,000{ 1,500{ 19,100

Mathigiri 500 25,000

Nellimarathupattii  500{ 1,000{ 1,000 250| 15,900

Onnalvadi 500{ 500{ 500{ 10,000

Ootamalai 600 300] 400

Palacode 500{ 27,480 500

Pappiredipatti 300 200{ 250| 200

Pochampalli 350 5,000
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Parishe:

S

Holy
Childhood
09/02/25
Maundy
Thursday
(HS)
Good Friday
18/04/25
Peters
Pence
29/06/25
Mission
Sunday
19/10/25
Peter,the

Apostle
23111125
Communio

India
01/12/25
Pro - Afris
Christmas
25/12/2025

Poolapatti

—_
(4]
o
o

3,500

Pushpagiri

Rayakottai

300) 300] 600] 500

500

Savadiyur

500{ 1,000 3,000

Selliampatti

2,000{ 5,000] 25,000/ 2,000] 50,000

2,000

2,000

Sesurajapu

ram | 2,000] 3,000, 6,000] 2,500] 50,000

Shoolagiri

500/ 1,000{ 1,500/ 500{ 3,500

500

Sollepuram

500 1,500{ 1,500 10,000

Sipcot

3,500{ 10,000] 45,000

Sundampatti

300{ 2,250 7,953 1,000 33,310

3,000

Thandarai

1,150

Thenkaraik

oftai 300) 500] 700] 500f 21,888

300

500] 1,200

Uthangarai

1,000{ 1,000, 2,000] 1,870 7,000

Veepampatti

377| 3,000] 6,662 200] 8,570

200

200 350

Visuvasam

patti | 1,000{ 3,000 1,000{ 20,000

3,000

Mission Sunday / Charity Day Collections - 2025

Diocesan Schools/ Hostels

Sl.No.

Schools/ Hostels

Amount

Aloysius Hostel, Elathagiri

Collette Hostel, Christhupalayam

Don Bosco Mat Hr Sec School, Dharmapuri

20,440

Don Bosco Mat Hr Se School, Krishnagiri

18,142

John Britto Hr Sec School, Christhupalayam

RC Fathima Primary School, Krishnagiri

RC Fathima Boy's High School, Krishnagiri

Sacred Heart Home for Boy's, Selliampatti

Sacred Heart Hr.Se.c School, Selliampatti

St.Antony'sHr. Sec. School, Elathagiri

95,000

St.John's High School, Kovilur

ol ol |lc|N|jo|v|s|jw|Nd =

St.John's Hostel, Kovilur

—
>

St.Joseph's High School, Thenkaraikottai

15

St.Joseph'sHr. Sec. School, Sesurajapuram

16

St.Xavier's Academy, Mathigiri

30,000
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FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION

e The universal collections and other collections once received from
parishes/institutions have to be sent totally to the procurator office so that we
will send to the concerned offices.

¢ As discussed in the Senate Meeting held on 30th October 2025, Bishop
informed you that it has been decided to increase the cook’s salary only for
dependent parishes. This revised salary came into effect from 1st December
2025. At the same time, self-sufficient and semi-dependent
parishes/institutions are requested to manage the revised salary from their
parish/institution’s financial resources.

o This is to bring to your kind attention that any new project or proposal (foreign
or local) from schools, parishes and institutions must first be submitted to the
Diocesan Bishop for his approval. Once the Bishop has signed and approved
the project proposal, the same will be forwarded to the Diocesan Procurator.
The project shall be placed by the Procurator before the Financial Committee
and the Project Manager for discussion and implementation.

e | sincerely thank all the parishes and institutions that have remitted the
Universal Collection promptly to the Diocese. Your cooperation and support
are deeply appreciated. At the same time, | kindly request those parishes and
institutions which have not yet remitted the Universal Collection to take keen
interest and do the needful at the earliest. | sincerely thank you for your
continued support, cooperation and pastoral zeal to the Diocese. May the
New Year bring you abundant blessings, good health and peace. Be assured
of my prayers and best wishes to you all.

Mission Sunday / Charity Collections -2025 Religious Congregations of
Men & Women: Schools, Institutions& convents

Schools/Institutions Name of |Amount
Congregation

Achievers Academy, Bommidi MMI
Amal Hr. Sec. School, Vimalapuri SMMI
Amala Nursery & Primary School, Dharmapuri SMMI 30,000
Arulagam Girls Home, Christhupalayam FSM 3,000
Auxilium Mat. Hr. Sec. School, & Convent -Sogathur FMA 3,000
Bethlemite Convent and School, Nellimarathupati BETHL
Boarding, Irudayapuram CIC
Carmel Retreat Centre, Sogathur CMI
CIC, Convent, Kandhikuppam CIC
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Cluny Convent, Adaikalapuram SJC

Convent, Selliayampatti MC

Convent, Sundampatti FST

Convent, Thenkaraikottai FSAG

De Paul High School, Adaikalapuram VC

Dispensary and Convent, Kadagathur SMMI

Dispensary and Convent, Sesurajapuram FIHM

Divine Mercy Retreat Centre, Denkanikottai VC

Fathima Hospital & Primary School, Mathigiri FSM

Formation House, Sollepuram SOLA

Gonzaga Collage, Elathgiri FSAG

Hospital, Selliayampatti SJC

Hostel and convent,Christupalayam FSM

Koinonia John the Baptist, Puspagiri KJB

Lourdes Hospital, Mathagondapalli FSM 3,000
Mary Ward School,&lllam Mittapalli CJ 2,000
Mercy Convent, Dasarapalli SOLM
NalamAddiction Centre, Sogathur MSFS

Nirmala Convent, Kovilur SRA 1,000
Notre Dame Academy, Pochmapalli SND 5,000
Our Lady's Primary & Hr. Sec. School, FSM
Mathagondapalli

PuthuvalzvuSiruvar lllam, Harur SJ

Sagai Stampa, Bagalur SDB

Shrine, Order of St. Benedict, Nagamangalam 0SB

Sisters of Destitute, Chennathur SD

Snehagram, Veppanapalli CF

St. Anne’s CBSE, Krishnagiri FSM

St. Anne’s Matric School, Averipalli SAB

St. Augustin Matric School, Onnalvadi AMS

St. Jonh Bosco Schools & Convent, Hosur FSM 50,000
St. Joseph’s Hr. Sec. School & Matric School, SSM
Denkanikottai

St. Lucy Matric&ICSC Schools, Palacode SJC

St. Mary’s Matric School, B.pallipatti SMMI

JANUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER 17




St. Anne’s Convent, Harur FSAG

St. Anne’s Girls Hr. Sec School, Krishnagiri FSM 25,000
St. Anne’s Aided Primary School, Krishnagiri FSM 10,000
St. Anne’s Hospital, Elathgiri FSM

St. Anne’sMat.Sec School, Bagalur SAAM

St. Anne’sNursery School, Krishnagiri FSM

St. Augustine School, Onnalvadi AMS

St. Joseph’sCBSC School, Sipcot FSPM

St. Joseph'’s Mat School, Sipcot FSPM

St. Joseph’s Primary School, Sipcot FSPM

St. Joseph’sWomen College, Sipcot FSPM

St. Louis Hospital, Krishnagiri FSM

St. Mary’s English School, Shoolagiri HM 10000
St. Mary’s Hr. Sec. School, B.Pallipatti SMMI 3,000
St. Mary’s Nursery & Primary School, Pennagaram ALCP

St. Mary’s Nursery, Primary &Hr. Sec. School, Harur SJ

St. Thomas Boarding & School, Kovilur FIHM

St. Thomas Home for working women, Krishnagiri FIHM
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Vatican News for the Month of December, 2025

LPope Leo: Jubilee Year ‘a powerful sign of a new world’

In a homily delivered at the final liturgy of the year, Pope Leo
reflects on “the mystery of Christ, which points to a plan for
human history” - a plan that stands in stark contrast to “armed
strategies, concealed beneath hypocritical rhetoric.”

On Wednesday, 31 December, the last day of the year, Pope Leo
XIV presided over the First Vespers of the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God, his final celebration of 2025.

God’s plan for the world

“When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the
law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” This biblical
passage from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Galatians, read out during
the vespers, was at the centre of Pope Leo’s homily.

The Pope said that this way of presenting the mystery of Christ
“calls to mind a great plan for human history—a mysterious plan,
but one with a clear center, like a high mountain lit by the sun in
the midst of a dense forest: the ‘fullness of time.”

Today, in a society weighed down by the burden of sin, we keenly
feel “the need for a wise, benevolent, merciful plan”, the Pope
said.

However, he warned, there are other plans at work in the world:
“strategies aimed at conquering markets, territories, and spheres
of influence; armed strategies, concealed beneath hypocritical
rhetoric, ideological proclamations, and false religious motives.”

The Jubilee: A time of grace

In St Peter’s Basilica, speaking before the recitation of the
traditional thanksgiving hymn of the Te Deum, Pope Leo
expressed his gratitude to God for the “gift of the Jubilee, which
has been a powerful sign of his plan of hope for humanity and for
the world.”
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He also offered thanks to all those who, throughout the months
and days of 2025, worked at the service of pilgrims to make Rome
more welcoming.

This hospitality was, Pope Leo said, the wish Pope Francis
expressed a year ago. “I would like it to continue to be so—and |
would even say, all the more so after this period of grace”.

Pope Leo noted that “the Jubilee is a great sign of a new world,
renewed and reconciled according to God’s plan.”

And “within this plan, Providence has reserved a special place for
this city of Rome—not because of its glories, not because of its
power, but because Peter and Paul and so many other martyrs
shed their blood here for Christ. That is why Rome is the city of
the Jubilee™.

Pope Leo expressed the hope that the city would take care of the
poor and weak: “May this city, animated by Christian hope, be at
the service of God’s plan of love for the human family.”

Following the liturgy, the Pope then went out to St. Peter’s
Square to pray before the nativity scene there and to greet the
faithful and pilgrims who had gathered.

I1.Reflecting on Pope Leo’s call for an unarmed peace for a
wounded world

Reflecting on Pope Leo XIV’s first World Day of Peace message,
Marie Dennis, the director of Pax Christi’s Catholic Institute for
Nonviolence, highlights a vision of peace that is unarmed,
disarming, humble, and persevering. In a world marked by fear
and conflict, she points to Gospel nonviolence as a concrete,
hopeful path already being lived in communities across the globe.

Pope Leo calls for an unarmed peace amid the threat of war:As
the Church prepares to mark the World Day of Peace on 1
January, Pope Leo XIV’s first Message for the occasion is centred
on the call for an “unarmed and disarming” peace. As Marie
Dennis recalls, it also refers to a peace that is “humble and
persevering”, and it places Gospel nonviolence at the heart of the
Church’s response to a world increasingly marked by conflict,
fear, and fragmentation.
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Speaking with Vatican News, the director of Pax Christi’s
Catholic Institute for Nonviolence describes the Pope’s message
as deeply coherent with the direction Pope Leo XIV has charted
since the earliest moments of his papacy.

“It is so entirely consistent with what Pope Leo has been saying
from the very beginning,” she says. “His immediate reference to
peace - peace that is unarmed and disarming, and, he adds,
humble and persevering.”

An “unarmed and disarming” peace

Asked about the Pope’s use of the words "unarmed’ and
‘disarming’ when referring to peace, Dennis explains that it
carries both theological depth and practical implications. An
“unarmed” peace, she says, does not depend on coercion, military
force, or the accumulation of weapons.

“The peace of Christ does not rely on violence or coercion or a
building up of arms,” she notes, pointing to Pope Leo’s explicit
reference to the enormous global investment in war and
preparations for war. “It does not rely on that kind of
preparation—or on violence itself.”

Nonviolence: not naive, but effective

As along-time advocate of nonviolence, Dennis says one passage
of the Pope’s message resonates particularly strongly with her:
his reflection on the disciples’ discomfort with Jesus’ nonviolent
response to injustice and threat.

What troubled the disciples was his nonviolent response,” Pope
Leo writes, a path that Peter, among others, contested.

“That reaction is very familiar,” Dennis observes. “We tend to
think that nonviolence in the face of such overwhelming violence
is naive or impossible.”

Yet, she notes, growing empirical research shows otherwise.

“What we are learning is that nonviolent strategies work,” she
says, “and they often work better than armed responses.”
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Nonviolence, she insists, is neither passive nor impractical. It is a
disciplined approach that can be learned and applied, even in the
most difficult circumstances.

The “houses of peace” Pope Leo envisions, she adds, can help
communities grow in nonviolence both as a spiritual path and as
an effective response to the many forms of violence present in
today’s world.

“We are learning that nonviolent strategies work, and they often
work better than armed responses.”

A claim on hope
Concluding, Dennis expresses gratitude for the Pope’s message.

“It is a strong articulation of another way,” she says. “The world
needs it so badly right now.”

Pope Leo XIV’s World Day of Peace message, she explains, is
ultimately a claim on hope, not a denial of suffering or conflict,
but a courageous insistence that peace, grounded in Gospel
nonviolence, remains possible.

III.Pope at Urbi et Orbi: Peace is a shared responsibility

In his Christmas Urbi et Orbi address, Pope Leo XIV renews his
plea for peace, reminding the world that it is both God’s gift and
humanity’s shared responsibility.

As war continues to scar the world, Pope Leo XIV used his
Christmas Urbi et Orbi message to renew his appeal for peace,
dialogue, and responsibility, turning to those regions where
violence and instability continue to claim innocent lives.

Prayers for peace

The Pope prayed for “justice, peace, and stability for Lebanon,
Palestine, Israel, and Syria,” and urged that the promise of peace
rooted in righteousness be renewed. He appealed in a particular
way for Ukraine, asking that “the clamor of weapons cease,” and
that all those involved, with the support of the international
community, find the courage to engage in “sincere, direct, and
respectful dialogue.”
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Remembering conflicts that risk being forgotten, Pope Leo XIV
expressed closeness to the victims of war and violence in Sudan,
South Sudan, Mali, Burkina Faso, and the Democratic Republic
of Congo, as well as to all those who suffer as a result of injustice,
political instability, religious persecution, and terrorism.

The Pope also prayed for Haiti, calling for an end to violence and
progress along the path of peace and reconciliation. He also
invoked peace for Myanmar, asking that the country be guided
towards reconciliation and hope, especially for its younger
generations. Turning to Latin America, he encouraged those with
political responsibilities to give space to dialogue for the
common good, rather than to ideological and partisan divisions.

The Pope also prayed for the restoration of the "ancient
friendship" between Thailand and Cambodia, and entrusted to
God the peoples of South Asia and Oceania, who have been
severely affected by recent natural disasters, calling for renewed
commitment to assisting those who suffer.

The true meaning of Christmas

Against this backdrop of conflict, Pope Leo XIV recalled the
meaning of Christmas, proclaiming that “today, true peace has
come down to us from heaven.” Quoting Saint Leo the Great, he
affirmed that “the Lord’s birth is the birth of peace.”

Reflecting on the Nativity, the Pope recalled that Jesus “was born
in a stable because there was no room for Him in the inn,” and
that the Son of God, “through whom all things were created,” was
not welcomed. “Out of love,” the Pope said, Christ “accepted
poverty and rejection, identifying Himself with those who are

discarded and excluded.”

Already in the birth of Jesus, the Pope noted, “we glimpse the
fundamental decision that would guide the entire life of the Son
of God... the decision not to leave us under the burden of sin, but
to bear it Himself for us.” At the same time, he reminded the
faithful that peace also requires human responsibility. Quoting
Saint Augustine, he said that “God, who created us without us,
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will not save us without us,” adding that “responsibility is the
sure way to peace.”

Christ is peace because he frees humanity from sin

Christ, the Pope continued, is peace because He frees humanity
from sin and “shows us the way to overcome conflicts - all
conflicts, whether interpersonal or international.” Without
hearts that have been forgiven, he warned, it is impossible to be
“men and women of peace or builders of peace.”

IV.‘God’s heart remains open', says Cardinal at closing of
Holy Door

The closing of the Holy Door at Saint Mary Major took place on
Christmas Day, with the Cardinal Archpriest of the papal
basilica inviting the faithful to remain open to hearing the Word,
welcoming the other, and forgiveness.

Becoming open doors for others

“What is being closed is not divine grace, but a special time for
the Church; while what remains open forever is the heart of
merciful God,” Cardinal Makrickas emphasized during the Mass
following the rite, which was enlivened by the Liberian Choir,
which in this Jubilee Year celebrates the 480th anniversary of its
formal foundation.

“Today we saw the Holy Door close,” the Cardinal emphasized,
“but the door that truly matters remains the door of our heart: it
opens when we listen to the Word of God, it expands when we
welcome our brothers and sisters, and it is strengthened when
we forgive and ask for forgiveness.”

Hence the invitation to remember that “passing through the Holy
Door was a gift, and becoming, starting today, open doors for
others is our mission for the future.” A simple and solemn gesture
thus becomes “grateful remembrance and a courageous mission.”

One Jubilee, two Popes

In his homily, the Cardinal Archpriest highlighted the unique
nature of the Jubilee of Hope that is about to conclude: a Holy
Year begun by Pope Francis and continued by Pope Leo. The only
precedent occurred in the Holy Year of 1700, opened by Innocent
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XII and closed by Clement XI. But today, as then, it was “a
passing of the baton and of leadership that gives us the image of
the life of the Church that never ends,” because "the Lord never
abandons His Church.’

Peace is possible
The Jubilee of Hope, the Cardinal continued, was “a time in
which the Church proclaimed, once again to the whole world,
that God is not distant, that peace is possible, that mercy is
stronger than sin.”

And following in the footsteps of Popes Francis and Leo,
Cardinal Makrickas insisted that hope is neither illusion, nor
escapism, nor naive optimism, but rather “a concrete force that
opens new paths,” “a decision marked by love,” “participation in
the life of the Word made flesh, a light that no night can
extinguish.”

Prayer for the poor

During the Prayers of the Faithful, special intentions were raised
for the Church, so that she may always be faithful to her mission
of proclaiming the Good News; for the pilgrims who have passed
through the Holy Door, so that, renewed in hope, they may bear
witness to the Lord's love; for those who seek the truth, so that
they may find in God the light, Word, and strength that conquer
darkness, doubt, and fatigue.

Closing of the other Holy Doors

The Holy Door of the Liberian Basilica was the first of the Holy
Doors of the papal basilicas to be closed. On the morning of
Saturday, December 27th, it will be the turn of Saint John
Lateran, while the following day, Sunday, December 28th, the
Feast of the Holy Family, it will be the turn of Saint Paul Outside
the Walls. The rites will be presided over by the respective
archpriests, Cardinal Baldassare Reina and Cardinal James
Michael Harvey.

Pope Leo XIV will close the Holy Door of Saint Peter's Basilica on
January 6, the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord.
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Rev.Fr. KLOURDUSAMY -01.01.1976
Rev.Fr. M.ALBERT WILLIAM -12.01.1978
Rev.Fr. CYRIL PAULRAJ -19.01.1975
Rev.Fr. M.JEGARAJ -20.01.1939
Rev.Fr. K.AROCKIA JAMES -27.01.1973
Rev.Fr. M. ARULSAMY -29.01.1943

| ‘ i
—Feast-Day-Wishes
Rev.Fr. D.DEVASAGAYAM - 14% January
Rev.Fr. D.DEVASAGAYA SUNDARAM - 14" January
Rev.Fr. BOSCO MADALAIMUTHU - 31t January

Rev.Fr. MATHEW PULICKAL - 02.01.1977
Rev.Fr. P.XAVIER - 10.01.2018
Rev.Fr. PLAYOUTAT - 18.01.1933
Rev.Fr. DEPIGAY. - 26.01.1966
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