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BISHOP’'S MESSAGE

Feast of St. Thomas the Apostle — Apostle of India
Dear Fathers, Religious, and Faithful of the Diocese,
Grace and peace to you in the Lord Jesus Christ.

The month of July holds a special place in the hearts of
Christians in India as we celebrate the Feast of St. Thomas the
Apostle, the Patron of India and the first herald of the Gospel in
our land. His life and witness continue to inspire us to deepen
our faith and renew our commitment to Christ and His Church.

St. Thomas is often remembered for his doubt. Yet, his
story is not one of disbelief but of transformation. When he
encountered the Risen Lord, his doubts disappeared, and he
made one of the most profound declarations of faith recorded in
the Scriptures: “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). Through
this encounter, Thomas teaches us that genuine faith is born from
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

In today's world, many people struggle with uncertainty,
fear, and questions about faith. St. Thomas reminds us that God
is patient with our doubts and invites us to seek Him sincerely.
The Lord did not reject Thomas because of his questions;
instead, He drew him closer and strengthened his faith. The same
Lord continues to accompany us in our journey of faith.
According to the ancient tradition of the Church, St. Thomas
brought the Gospel to India and planted the seeds of Christianity
through his preaching, sacrifices, and martyrdom. The faith we
profess today is part of this rich apostolic heritage. We are called
not only to cherish this gift but also to share it with others
through our words, actions, and witness of Christian life.

As Pope Francis reminds us, “Faith grows when it is
lived and shared.” Faith cannot remain a private possession. It
must become a light that shines in our families, parishes,
schools, and society. In a world often wounded by division and
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violence, Christians are called to be instruments of peace, hope,
and reconciliation.

St. John Paul 1l encouraged the faithful with the words:
“Do not be afraid. Open wide the doors to Christ.” These words
remain relevant today. When Christ is welcomed into our hearts,
He transforms our lives and enables us to become courageous
witnesses of the Gospel.

The Feast of St. Thomas is also an invitation to renew
our missionary spirit. Every baptized person is a missionary
disciple. Through prayer, charity, service to the poor, and
fidelity to the Gospel, we participate in the mission entrusted to
the Apostles. Let us especially encourage our young people to
discover Christ and respond generously to His call.

Let us meditate on the words of Sacred Scripture:

“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
(John 20:29)

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.” (Matthew
28:19)

“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

As we celebrate this great Apostle, let us pray for our
Diocese, our families, our priests and religious, and all who seek
the truth. May St. Thomas intercede for us, strengthen our faith,
and help us proclaim with conviction and joy: “My Lord and
my God!”

May the blessings of the Risen Lord be upon you and
your loved one.

With my prayers and apostolic blessing,

% Lawrence Pius, D.D.,
Bishop of Dharmapuri
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BISHOP’S DESK

1.Diocesan Educational Fund

As every vyear, this year too | make an earnest appeal to all the
Parish Priests and the Heads of the Institutions, both diocesan
and Religious to contribute your mite to the education of the
poor and deserving children of our diocese. Please be generous
for this cause.

2.0n — Going Formation

There will be On — Going formation for diocesan clergy next
month. The dates for the on - going formation this year will be
on 22" and 23" July 2026. Please mark these dates in your diary.
All diocesan priests are expected to attend without fail.

3.Clergy Monthly Recollection for the month of July will be at
the Vicariate level.

BISHOP’S PROGRAMME - JULY 2026

Date & Day Time Programme
July 1% 10:30 am | Pastoral Plan- Core Team Meeting
wednesday - Bishop’s House
July 3 11:00 am |Inaugural Mass, St. Joseph’s
Friday College - Trichy
02:00pm | Minority Meeting - Madurai
July 4% 10.30 am |Mass - Chennai
Saturday 05.00 pm |Feast Mass - Mount Carmel -
Sogathur
July 5" to 10" TNBC - Madurai
Sunday- Friday
July11® 11:00 am |Feast Mass of St. Benedict-
Saturday Kengeri, Bengaluru
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July12™" Sunday

08:30 am

Feast & Confirmation- Krishnagiri

11.00 am

Grandparents Day
- DSSS Dharmapuri

03.00pm |Marriage Preparation Class-
Pastoral Center, Dharmapuri
July13™ to 151 Classes at St. Peter’s Seminary,
Mon - Wed Bengaluru
July16™ 03.00 pm |Mass Retreat - Sogathur
Thursday
July 17t 10.00am |Training Programme (Ecumenism)
Friday - Madurai
July 18" 06.00 pm |Feast Mass - Thenkaraikottai
Saturday
July 19% 08.30 am |Feast Mass - Dharmapuri
Sunday 10.30 am |Feast & Confirmation
- Nellimarathuppatti

July 20
Monday 06.00 pm |Flag Hoisting- Gollappatti
July 22 &23' On- Going Formation for Clergy -
Wed — Thu Bishop’s House
July 25t 12 noon |Mass- Hosur Vicarate Pious
Saturday Association Meeting-Divine Nagar

6.00 pm |Mass - Chennai
July 26" 06.00 pm |Mass — Chengalpet
Sunday
July 28" & 29 Classes at St. Peter’s Seminary,
Thurs — Wed Bengaluru
July 30™" 03.00 pm |Mass Retreat - Sogathur
Thursday
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Magnifica Humanitas
The Sacred Heart as the Font of
FOUNTAINHEAD OF MAGNIFICENT HUMANITY
Reclaiming the Soul in a Digital Age

Most Rev. Dr Lawrence Pius D.D.,
Bishop of Dharmapuri

Homily presented to the community gathered at Sacred Heart
Seminary, Poonamallee, Chennai, on the Solemnity of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Seminary's paternal feast, to
reflect on a vital theme of our times: "Fountainhead of
Magnificent Humanity" (Magnifica Humanitas)

In an era increasingly dominated by artificial intelligence, data
optimization, and technocratic power, the boundaries of human
identity are being deeply tested. This festal reflection offered a
prophetic reminder that our human dignity cannot be preserved
by computer algorithms, but only by returning to the living,
beating Heart of Jesus Christ. The Sacred Heart stands as the
ultimate sanctuary where our humanity is rescued from becoming
digitized, transactional, and mechanized.

1. Inherent Value vs. The Tyranny of Efficiency

Our modern digital culture constantly evaluates human worth
through the lens of productivity, data metrics, and economic
utility. Tragically, this technocratic mindset can secretly infect
our pastoral structures, tempting us to measure vocations and
ministries solely by numbers, administrative speed, and
superficial performance.

However, the First Reading (Deuteronomy 7:6-11) forcefully
shatters this illusion. Moses reminds Israel that God set His heart
upon them and chose them not because of their size,
accomplishments, or strategic power, but out of pure, unmerited
love.

The Sacred Heart proclaims our Inherent Value. True,
magnificent humanity begins when we stop calculating our worth
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based on output and rest securely in the knowledge that we are
unconditionally loved and chosen by Christ.

2. Embracing Limitations vs. Artificial Perfection

We live in a world obsessed with flawless digital execution.
While artificial intelligence can process data without fatigue,
emotional burnout, or error, it lacks a soul. The temptation today
is to present heavily edited, curated, and artificial versions of
ourselves across digital screens.

The Second Reading (1 John 4:7-16) highlights the true counter-
cultural scandal of the Incarnation—God redeemed the world not
through a sterile, error-free system, but through a vulnerable,
flesh-and-blood Son. The Sacred Heart is uniquely powerful
because it is a wounded heart, pierced by a lance and encircled by
sharp thorns.

Our human flaws, mortality, and limitations are not system
"glitches” to be deleted; they are the exact spaces where genuine
compassion, humility, and pastoral empathy mature. A machine
can draft a perfect sermon, but it can never offer authentic, tear-
filled mercy to a broken soul in the confessional or hold the hand
of a dying patient.

3. The Common Good vs. Technocratic Isolation

While the digital age promises global connectivity, it ironically
fuels a global epidemic of isolation, often pushing the weakest
and most marginalized members of society further into the
shadows of progress.

In the Gospel (Matthew 11:25-30), Jesus actively bypasses the
intellectual and proud elites of His day, turning instead to the
weary and burdened to offer them true rest in His "gentle and
humble heart."

Reorienting ourselves toward the Common Good means our
pastoral ministry must prioritize the broken. A shepherd cannot
remain a distant bureaucrat hidden behind a screen or locked in a
parish office. We must use modern tools not for self-promotion,
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but as prophetic bridges to touch the flesh of the suffering and
bring them Christ's real comfort.

Conclusion:

Shaping Hearts of Flesh

The digital age does not need more functional robots or corporate
managers in cassocks; it is starving for the warmth of Christ’s
love. The seminary and the wider diocese must remain holy
laboratories where cold isolation is transformed into authentic
human fraternity.

When the digital noise of the world threatens to fragment our
peace, we are called to step away from the screens, kneel before
the tabernacle, and let our hearts beat in perfect rhythm with the
Fountainhead of Magnificent Humanity.

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, Fountainhead of Magnificent Humanity,

make our hearts like unto Thine! Amen.

PROCURATOR DESK

Newsletter details - July 2026
Seminarians Fund Amount
Rev.Fr.Arul Raj - Krishnagiri 30,000.00
Mr.A.S.P.Selvam - Divine Nagar 1,000.00
Vincent De Paul - Housr 10,000.00

Total 41,000.00
Cathedral Fund Amount
Parish Priest - Hosur, Holy Communion &
Confirmations Children’sy 70,000.00
Rev.Fr.Roche Chinnappan - Chennai 100,000.00
Mr.Jayaraj - Krishnagiri, St.Antony Statues
Donatons g y 200,000.00
Mr.J.Gnanam 2,500.00
Mr.Albert Faria 600.00
Mr.A.Francis Joseph 1,000.00
Inavaram Salesian Society 47,200.00
Mrs.Siviya 1,000.00

JULY 2026 NEWSLETTER 11

1




Mr.Stephen Selvam 2,000.00
Mr.Jesu Ravi Thomas 1,000.00
Mr.Maria Nayagam 1,000.00
Mr.Daniel Immanuvel 500.00
Mr.J.Gnanam 2,500.00
Mrs.Sagayam Jayavarthini 2,000.00

Diocese Development Fund - 2026

Parish Mar-26 | Apr-26 | May-26 | June-26
Adaikalapuram 850 800 800
Averipalli
Bagalur 800 800 800
Bargur (Kottur)

B.Pallipatti 6,000 6,000

Bommidi 3,000 3,000

Billigundu 300

Christupalayam 1,000/ 1,000/ 1,000
Dasarapalli 1,500 1,500, 1,500
Denkanikottali 6,000/ 6,000/ 6,000
Dinnur 200 200 200

Divine Nagar 8,000/ 8,000 8,000/ 8,000
Dharmapuri 10,000| 10,000

Elathagiri 8,000 8,000 8,000
Gobachanthiram

Harur 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
Hosur 56,000| 56,000 56,000
Kadagathur 500

Kathanpallam

Kaveripattinam

Kandikuppam 5000

Kelamangalam 200

Kethamapatti 800 800

Kempathpalli 300

Krishnagiri 25,000

Kovilur 6,500 6,500 6,500
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Mathagondapalli 2,500 2,500
Mathigiri 5,000
Nellimarathupatti 200 200
Onnalvadi 500 500 500
Ootamalai 500
Palacode
Pappiredipatti
Pochampalli 300
Poolapatti 500 500
Pushpagiri 800
Rayakottai 500 500
Selliampatti 6,000 6,000
Sesurajapuram 4,000 4,000
Shoolagiri 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
Sollepuram 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
Sipcot, 25,000| 30,000| 30,000
Sundampatti 7,500 7,500 7,500
Savadiyur
Thandarai 100 100 100 100
Thenkaraikottai 500 500 500
Uthangarai
VVeepampatti 100 100
Visuvasampatti 1,000 1,000
SURPLUS MASS INTENTIONS 2026
Month Month
Parish March-April 26| May-June 26
IIII/I(;.sOsf Amount RIA(;';; Amount
Adaikalapuram
Averipalli
Bagalur
Bargur (Kottur)
B.Pallipatti 800| 120,000.00
Bommidi 80| 12,000.00, 66 9,900.00
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Biligundu

Christupalayam

Dasarapalli

98

14,700.00

Denkanikottai

67

10,050.00

45

6,750.00

Dinnur/
Gobachandiram

Divine Nagar

50

7,500.00

50

7,500.00

Dharmapuri

154

23,100.00

Elathagiri

1813

271,950.00

744

111,600.00

Harur

Hosur

683

102,450.00

Kadagathur

Kathanpallam

Kaveripattinam

Kandikuppam

742

111,300.00

281

42,150.00

Kelamangalam

Kethampatti

Kempathpalli

Krishnagiri

400

60,000.00

Kovilur

750

112,500.00

100

15,000.00

Mathagondapalli

67

10,050.00

Mathigiri

Nellimarathupatti

Onnalvadi

Ootamalai

Palacode/Savadiur

Pappiredipatti

Pochampalli

Poolapatti

Pushpagiri

20

2,400.00

Rayakottai

Selliampatti

319

47,850.00

30

4,500.00
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Sesurajapuram
Shoolagiri
Sollepuram
Sipcot 300  45,000.00
Sundampatti 153 22,950.00| 100 15,000.00
Thandarai
Thenkaraikottai
Uthangarai
Vepampatti 3 150.00
Visuvasampatti
Cana Retreat Centre 177 26,550.00
Anbalaya Retreat
Centre,Denkanikotai
Lourdes Madha
Shrine,Nagamangalam 3000/ 450,000.00
UNIVERSAL COLLECTIONS -2026
Holy Maundy Good Peter
Parishes Childhood | Thursday Friday Pence

2/9/2026 | 4/17/2026 | 4/18/2026 | 6/29/2026
Adaikalapuram 1,000 500 4,000
Averipalli
Bagalur 4,800
Bargur (Kottur)
B.Pallipatti 2,500 7,000
Bommidi 500 1,000 5,000
Billigundu 765 1285
Christupalayam 2,000 3,500 4,500
Dasarapalli 3,500 10,000
Denkanikottali 2,000 6,000
Dinnur/Gobachanthiram 500 700 1,200
Divine Nagar 2,000 3,000 5,000
Dharmapuri 6,000 5,000 15,000
Elathagiri 12,070 8,000 15,000
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Harur 1,000 1,000 2,000

Hosur 13,000, 28,000
Kadagathur

Kathanpallam 3,000 6,000
Kaveripattinam 1,000

Kandikuppam 5,000 5,000 48,850
Kelamangalam 1800
Kethamapatti 1,650 5,000
Kempathpalli

Krishnagiri

Kovilur 3,500 4,500 8,500
Mathagondapalli 1,500 2,500 12,000
Mathigiri

Nellimarathupatti 2,000 2,000
Onnalvadi 500 1,000 1,500
Ootamalai

Palacode

Pappiredipatti

Pochampalli

Poolapatti 1,500 3,500
Pushpagiri 300

Rayakottai 500 1,000 1,500
Savadiyur

Selliampatti 5,000 30,000
Sesurajapuram 2,000 3,000 7,000
Shoolagiri 500 500 1,500 500
Sollepuram 500 1,000 1,000

Sipcot 11,000 42,000
Sundampatti 2,000 8,510
Thandarai 200 300 300 200
Thenkaraikottai 1,000 2,000/ 10,250 1,000
Uthangarai 2,000 2,000
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Veepampatti 250 350
Visuvasampatti 1,000 5,000

Dear Rev. Fathers,

1. Submission of Annual Accounts

The Annual Accounts for the financial year 1 April 2025 to 31
March 2026 should be properly prepared and submitted to the
Office of the Financial Administrator at the earliest. The Annual
Accounts should be complete, accurate, and accompanied by all
necessary supporting documents.

2. Financial Registers and Property Records

Financial forms and account notebooks have already been
distributed as booklet and digital paper to every parish, school,
hostel, and institution.

The purpose of this initiative is:
o to safeguard all diocesan properties through proper
documentation.
Accordingly:
o The Annual Balance Sheet and the Property Register
must correspond accurately.

« All movable and immovable properties should be properly
recorded and updated.

o Any discrepancy between the financial records and the
property register should be rectified immediately.

3. Visit of the Centralization Committee

This is to inform you that the Centralization Committee
appointed by me will be conducting visit with parishes, schools,
and hostels in the coming days as part of the ongoing efforts to
strengthen coordination and ensure effective administrative
functioning in the diocese.

The committee is expected to visit each parish, school,
and hostel individually at the Vicariate Level from 2" of July —
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4™ July 2026 & 6™ & 7t and 13" and 14" July 2026. The dates
of official visits will be as follows:

Date Vicariate Parish/School/Hostel

02.07.2026 Harur Bommidi, B. Pallipatti,
Pappireddipati, Tenkaraikottai,
Veepampatti, Harur,Uthangarai,
Visuvasampatti (Pochampalli)

03.07.2026 Krishnagiri Kaveripatanam, Krishnagiri,
Sundampatti, Kathanpallam,
Elathagiri, Pushpagiri,
Kandikuppam, Kottur (Bargur).

04.07.2026 Hosur Soolagiri, Onnalvadi, Mathigiri,
Hosur, Bagalur, Divine Nagar,
Sipcot (Rayakottai)

6,7.07.2026 Denkanikottai |[Kelamangalam, Adaikalapuram,
Denkanikottai, Thandarai,
Christupalayam, Kemathpalli,
Dasarapalli, Dinnur, Averipalli,
Mathagondapalli, Sollepuram-
(Ootamalai), Biligundu,
Sesurajapuram.

13,14.07.2026 | Dharmapuri |Poolapatti, Kovilur, Dharmapuri,
Kadagathur, Selliamaptti,
Palacode, Kethanahalli,
Nellimarathupatti.

You are kindly requested to fill the concerned financial
forms and keep relevant documents: Cash Book, Ledger Book,
Subscription & Dum Box Collection Book, Bank Pass Book,
Mass Account Book etc., and school, hostel reconciliation
statement ready for review. Your full co-operation is essential for
the smooth functioning and shared mission of our diocese. If you
have any queries or require further details, please contact,
Financial Administrator.

Fr. S. Isaias
Financial Administrator
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Report: 121% CRI Meeting & Bishop’s Birthday Celebration

The 121st meeting of the Conference of Religious India (CRI),
Dharmapuri Diocese, was held on Sunday, 14th June 2026, at St.
Anne’s Girls’ Higher Secondary School, Krishnagiri. About 58
religious from various congregations across the diocese
participated in the gathering, marking a day of fellowship,
reflection, and celebration.

1. Input Session: The resource person for the day was
Fr. Newton OFM Cap. He enlightened the assembly with an
engaging and practical session on _“How to Build a Meaningful
and Happy Community Life.” His insights encouraged the
religious to nurture joy, mutual respect, and collaboration in
community living.

2. Birthday Celebration of Bishop Lawrence Pious DD:
The meeting became more special as it coincided with the
birthday of our beloved Bishop Lawrence Pious DD. In the
presence of religious from different congregations, we offered
thanks to God for the gift of his life and leadership.

As a family of CRI, we expressed our gratitude for his continuous
support and pastoral care in carrying forward God’s mission
together. The celebration included prayers, heartfelt wishes, and
a small cultural program presented on behalf of the CRI family of
Dharmapuri Diocese.

3. Bishop’s Generous Gesture : Showing deep concern and care
for the CRI religious, Bishop Lawrence Pious DD gifted a cheque
025,000 to the CRI for its welfare and activities. We thank God
for his thoughtful and generous love towards the religious family.
This gesture was received with great joy and gratitude by all
present.

Conclusion : The day was truly privileged and grace-filled —
a blend of learning, thanksgiving, and fraternal communion. We
continue to pray for Bishop Lawrence Pious DD, that God may
bless him with good health and wisdom as he shepherds the
diocese. The CRI family renews its commitment to work together
for God’s mission with joy and responsibility.
With deep gratidude and joy,
Dharmapuri CRI - Sr. Amala President
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Feast and Holy. Communion at Haru

Feast'and Confirmation at Hosur
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Birnthday Wishes

Rev.Fr. FJACKSON LOUIS - 7.7.1976
Rev.Fr. . GNANAPRAGASAM  -12.7.1984
Rev.Fr. S.SAVARIAPPAN - 17.7.1956
Rev.Fr. S.ISAIAS -17.7.1974
Rev.Fr. ARUL ROSARIO -17.7.1985
Rev.Fr. M.BENJAMIN - 19.7.1969
Rev.Fr. A.AALVIN KUMAR - 22.7.1995
Rev.Fr. A BOSCO MADALAIMUTHU - 23.7.1978
Rev.Fr. S.JAMES -25.7.1980
Rev.Fr. PJAMES PETER - 25.7.1995
Feastday Wishes

Rev.Fr. A THOMAS - 39 July
Rev.Fr. S.HENRY GEORGE -13* July
Rev.Fr. HENRI BONAL MEP -13% July
Rev.Fr. ALEXIS =17t July
Rev.Fr. AMADHALAIMUTHU - 22 July
Rev.Fr. ANTONY MADHALAIMUTHU - 22 July
Rev.Fr. K.AROCKIA JAMES - 25" July
Rev.Fr. S.JAMES - 25" July
Rev.Fr. S.CHRISTOPHER - 25" July
Rev.Fr. PJAMES PETER - 25" July

Rev.Fr. C .SEBASTIAN - 3.7.1991 Rev.Fr. RIGOTTIER

Rev.Fr. A.JKULANDAISAMY - 12.7.1963

-13.7.1988
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