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BISHOP’S MESSAGE
Igd Ty
}§ My Dear Fathers, Sisters and Laity }é
¥ %
%« Holy Mother Church celebrates the feast of Our Lady of &
{% Lourdes on 11™ February every year. During this month {%
:,E praying for the sick and those who care for them, on the feast :,E
2 of Our Lady of Lourdes is good, for it is through the eyes of ¥:
{% Mary that we look upon the face of the Suffering Christ and {%
%« come to understand our own suffering and the suffering of &
{% those for whom we care. It is the Mother of Jesus, who, before {%
%% the suffering of the newlyweds at Cana, directed the wine &
%+ stewards to her Divine Son and instructed them: “Do whatever
< he tells you” <
::é (Jn 2:5). Through Mary, we come to know the immeasurable ::é
%% mercy of God in our suffering, the mercy of God the Son %
}E Incarnate. Such has been the grace given to countless people }E
{% who pray to Our Lady of Lourdes. {%
B A4 v
;:g Through Mary, we come to understand the profound meaning ;:\g
% of the words with which God has described his desire to care
}E for us and love us in the Church, the Body of Christ. Referring }E
<% to Jerusalem, image of the Church to be established by His <
%« Incarnate Son, God spoke these tender words through the &
72 Prophet Isaiah: Ba
P B
;:g Lo, I will spread prosperity over Jerusalem like a river, and ;:g
:,E the wealth of the nations like an overflowing torrent. As :,E
;'§ nurslings, you shall be carried in her arms, and fondled in her ;'§
‘:E lap; as a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you; in ‘:E
}E Jerusalem you shall find your comfort. (Is 66:12-13) }E
Ty Ipd
;'é The apparitions of our Blessed Mother to Saint Bernadette ;'\é
& Soubirous at Lourdes, which we commemorate in this month,
}E lead all who pray to Our Lady of Lourdes to the never-failing }E
<i mercy of God, incarnate in her Divine Son. All who ¥
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1% aredevoted to Lourdes experience the profound personal {%
¥+ healing that Christ alone gives, the healing that comes from s
{% being carried in God’s arms and lovingly caressed upon his {%
}§ lap. Many also experience phy§1cal healing, a sign of the far }é
5 greater and deeper spiritual healing offered to all who approach R
:,E our all-merciful God with faith. :,E
Tpa Tpd
::E Our Lady of Lourdes leads her devotees to pray the Rosary, ::E
;:\% the prayer by which we contemplate the Face of Christ and ;:g
%« come to know God’s mercy and peace that is the fruit of God’s %:
{% mercy. The Sorrowful Mysteries especially assist us to unite {%
% our sufferings to the Passion and Death of Christ, and, with 7
}E Christ, “to transform them into occasions of grace and life” :vE
{% (John Paul II) Regarding the Sorrowful Mysteries, Pope John {%
%+ Paul II wrote in his apostolic letter, On the Most Holy Rosary: s
e e
}E “The sorrowful mysteries help the believer to relive the death }E
{% of Jesus, to stand at the foot of the Cross beside Mary, to enter {%
7 with her into the depths of God’s love for man and to 7
::é experience all of its life-giving power.” (John Paul II) ::é
{% Those who are sick and those who care for them are called to {%
¥+ give witness to the truth that our suffering is a share in the life, %
{% death, and resurrection of Christ, and that, in serving the sick, {%
¥« we serve Christ. g2
fgd T
% In a world that views illness and death as the denial of the &
{% meaning of life and as annihilation, our faith teaches us that {%
¥« our suffering and death, united to the suffering and death of
{% Christ, expresses our deepest love and ultimately issue in life, {%
%« the eternal life of heaven. Obedient to the counsel of our %
;'é Blessed Mother, we must do what Christ tells us. Doing so, we ;Vé
i will witness the miracle of the transformation of suffering and
¥+ death, even as the wine stewards at Cana witnessed the ¥
<% transformation of the water into the finest wine. %
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& We shall pray to Our Lady of Lourdes for two things: 5
BA «%
Ty . . . . Ipd
& First, that the Lord would daily “invade” yet another hidden
%« and inward space, namely, the “cave” that is our heart, our
:;Y‘;; conscience, and that The truth of his word and the goodness of ::,."g
Tyd . . . . Ty
& his love would find a home there. Only in this way will God
fvé accomplish his purposes in us, namely, our sanctification. V}E
Tyt Ty
v« Second, may I suggest that we seek from Our Lady of Lourdes ¥
<'§ healing of mind and body for ourselves and our loved ones and <'§
R0y LT
:,E the many people who have asked our prayers, not forgetting :,E
¥+ those who are undergoing intense suffering, devastating cy:
Ipd . Iy:
< illnesses, and those who do not have access to adequate health
D& Iy
%e care. b
B ) T
7 Let us ask then, our blessed and loving Mother to pray and i
«n . . . «x
4 intercede for us, who are sinners and afflicted with many @<
Ty . . . . Iy
;:% sickness and troubles, foremost of which is our corruption by ;:\%
%« sin. May Our Lady of Lourdes continue to pray and intercede
:;Y‘Q for us sinners, and for those afflicted by various maladies, :;
Tyl . Iy
& illnesses and sickness, all throughout the world. May the Lord
%« have mercy on us and heal us from our troubles, and help us to
<'§ come back to Him, and to be reunited with Him, in perfect Jg
P . o
&% bliss and happiness one day, free from the troubles of our flesh %
B %
‘4 and our souls. B
Iyd Ipd
B . B
%+ Our Lady of Lourdes, Health of the Sick, pray for us. B
Tyd Ty
%+ Saint Bernadette Soubirous, pray for us. e
Ty Ty
e B
B . Tee
-;:.g May God bless you and keep you always in his love! s
B b
5 : . e
<k With my prayers and blessings, <&
e _ v
v % Lawrence Pius, D.D., =
Iy . . Tpa
A Bishop of Dharmapuri <
B b
B B
Ipd Ipd
% T
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b2 BISHOP’S DESK 5
B9 . B
s« 1. Presentation of the Lord: I remind you that the solemn ¥«
7 «%
¥ feast be meaningfully celebrated on 2™ February 2025. On this ¢
D) X o
%% day the faithful go forth to meet the Lord as he comes, &
it .. . . . . . . IE
%4 acclaiming him as did Simeon, who recognized in Christ the
Iy . . . . . Iy
<& “Light to enlighten the Gentiles”. The faithful should gather in <
Pg . . . pg
7« a lesser church or in another suitable place outside the church
74 to which the procession is directed. They hold in their hands
Tyt . . .. . Ty
& candles which they light at the beginning of the rite. The Mass ;
7« then proceeds in the usual way. g
Iyd g4
i " . . <%
¥+ 2. Holy Childhood Day: The Holy Childhood Day for this s
<'§ year is on the 9" of February. I request all the parish priests <'§
P . . . . Ppe
v« and heads of the institutions to make the Holy Childhood £
7: movement active and alive in the parishes. Kindly make 3
Ty . . . . Tpa
<& arrangements for animation programme for the children on this
v« day. A special collection isto be made on this occasion and is
¥ to be remitted to the procurator of the diocese. B
D& Iy
< %
7% 3. Remittance of common collections: May I remind all the <
Iy d Ipd
P . . . . . Ppa
“e« parish priests to remit the Holy Childhood Day collection to be
7% taken on 9"February 2025 to the Diocesan Procurator soon and 7*
g4 . Ty
£z help him to forward the amount to Rome. £
B S «%
gt . Ipd
-;3_3 4. Clergy Monthly Recollection: for the month of February -;;_3
v« will be held on Thursday, 13th February 2025 at the Bishop’s
<% House. &
Y Ty
%+ Place: Bishop’s House B2
B + PISIOP B
B A4 «%
;g Date: 13.02.2025 (Thursday) ;g
B2 Iy
%« Time:09.30 a.m. R
e Tea
7 5. Papal Intention for the Month of February: R
B A4 <«
;’% For vocations to the priesthood and religious life-Let us pray ;’%
Yy Ty
:,E that the ecclesial community might welcome the desires and :,E
Z :;-':é
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<v§ doubts of those young people who feel a call to serve Christ's {%
%+ mission in the priesthood and religious life. B
¥ OmaTueml, HDQID QNDQGETET SNDPSSDYSENES. .. &
% Enflsogiefedr Lisoofiesns SIBeTUEmN, SDeuD euMpey eumLp
‘Zvé eflgpLoLd SemenGuimfledr e BLILIMRISEMENLLD, &HE&HMISEMEIILLD “}E
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{% 6. Dear Fathers and Sisters: Thanks a lot for all your help {%
¥« and co-operation for the cathedral raffle. It was big success. b
¥ BISHOP’S PROGRAMME - FEBRUARY 2025 |7
}E Date & Day Time Programme }é
::E 1% Feb Saturday |5.30 pm |Flag Hoisting and mass, Agraharam ::E
:v% (Salem) 2v§
+2(2™ Feb Sunday |9.15 am |Feast mass and Confirmation, R
e Christhupalayam v
o 11.30 am |Flag Hoisting and mass, B
% Nagamangalam R
}E 3" Feb Monday [10.30 am [Commission secretaries meeting, }E
;:% Bishop’s House ;:%
¥4|4" Feb. Tuesday|10.00 am [Feast mass and Confirmation, g2
B Sesurajapuram B4
::E 5"-7" Feb. Classes at St. Peter’s Seminary, Bangalore ::E
¥:|Wed - Fri P
< |7" Feb. 5.30 pm [School day St.Xavier’s Academy, | ¥
fvé Friday Mathigiri sz
<;|8" Feb. 6.00 pm [Mass, Perampbur, Chennai
:,E Saturday :,E
29" Feb. 9.00am |Feast mass Paraikovil, Elathagiri | ¥
::E Sunday 6.00 pm |Mass and Inauguration of Jubilee, ::E
P Hosur Vicariate, Hosur ,v%
210" Feb. 05.30 pm |School day Don A
V}E Monday BoscoSchool,Gundalapatty fvE
;|11 Feb. 09.30 am |Feast Mass, Sollepuram <
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| Tuesday 06.00 pm [Feast Mass, B.Pallipatti 5
% - %
¥4|13™ Feb. 09.30 am |Clergy Monthly Recollection B
Iypd Tpd
¢.5|Thursday 03.00 pm |Retreat, Mass , Sogathur T
B4 <%
¥|15" Feb. 09.30 am |Feast Mass, Visuvasampatti %
Y Iy
%2 | Saturday 06.00 pm |Feast Mass, Christiyanpet (Vellore) | %
<'§ 16™ Feb. 09.00 am |Feast Mass, Averipalli <'§
2l ¥
%s4|Sunday 11.30 am |Feast mass and Confirmation, T
B A4 <«
& Rayakottai &
D& S
b 17" Feb. 03.00 pm Senate Meeting, St. Peter’s Institute,| %
¥2Monday Bangalore fya
Iyt ; Ipd
£:|18™ & 19" Feb. |Classes at St. Peter’s Seminary, Bangalore | %
fvé Tue - Wed V}E
<5120 & 21%Feb. [Board Meeting at St. Peter’s Seminary, &
2l : g
';;E Thurs - Fri Bangalore '?;E
By <

J:|24" - 26" Feb. |Classes at St. Peter’s Seminary, Bangalore | ¥
Ipd Iypd
£5%/Mon - Wed T
Tyt Teta
B4 . . <%
4|27 Feb. Arul Jyothi Trust Meeting, Emmaus, v
B A4 y «%
<% | Thursday Villupuram &
Po P
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B Vatican News - Month of January 2025 %
T Ty
fvé 1. Pope to Knights of Malta: Jesus accompanies you on V}E
<¢ path of generosity &
D) o
B A4 «%
¥i Pope Francis addresses a delegation of Knights of Malta and ¥
D& Iy
&% reflects on the verbs to serve, to walk, and to accompany,
B A . . . . «%
¥+ reminding the Confraternity that the Lord will always @
<'§ accompany them when they strive to do these three things. <'§
DA Iy
< %
<'§ Pope Francis welcomed a delegation of the Arch confraternity <'§
P . . . . P
7 of Saints John the Baptist and Evangelist of the Knights of i
P . . . . . . =
¥* Malta from Catanzaro, Calabria, on Friday, during their visit
gt . Ty
i to the Vatican. £
7 «%
<% He acknowledged that we have just celebrated the Mary Most <
Pa . . Pa
:,E Holy, Mother of God, noting that "she is the protector of your :,E
72 confraternity, which honours her with the title of Hodegetria, ¥
Iypd . . Tpd
<z 'she who shows the way,' that is, Jesus, who is the Way, the %
ey )
%« Truth, and the Life." b
T Ty
%+ Reflecting on the image of Mary, Pope Francis noted that &
73 Mary holds in her arms the Saviour born for us. P
Ty Ty
L .. . . . IE
7+ "This is the event of love to which you bear witness by adoring 3
Ty . . . . Ty
i the Eucharist, serving others, and walking through the history
%« of your city," said the Pope, before offering a reflection on
:g those three verbs: adore, serve, and walk. :g
v Ty
« «%
:;ivg To adore -Reflecting, first of all, on the verb "to adore," Pope :;.'Q
Iy d . . Tyd
<& Francis noted that the Confraternity gathers before the Blessed
%4 Sacrament. g
Igd Ty
%+ Especially in this Holy Year of Jubilee, the Pope encouraged :
<'§ those present to cultivate prayer, both personal and communal, <'§
DA . . DA
%% with great commitment. R
B A4 <«
Ty . . Ipd
£i "Let this be the strength that constantly renews your ancient
¥+ association," he stressed. e
Ipd Ipd
B A4 «%
7 FEBRUARY 2025 NEWSLETTER 17
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%5 To serve -Speaking then on the verb "to serve," Pope Francis -;:._3
}E noted that each time you care for the poor, visit the sick, and }E
Jg accompany those who suffer, "you are serving the Lord." Ig
Ba =
B B
<: He highlighted that there is a very close connection between %
Tyd . . . . . Tyd
s adoration and service, urging those present to always bear it in %
%+ mind. v
Ty Tyt
¥« "Christ came into the world to serve," said the Pope. "You &
¥ too, like branches united to the Vine, extend His charity when
D& . . v
%% you draw near to the small and the needy with compassion and 1
B . . B
¥+ tenderness. Then your witness of devotion to God and ::
<'§ dedication to your brothers and sisters will shine brightly for <'§
DA Ty
:,E everyone along the way." :,E
Tyd . . . Ty
7% To walk -Finally, Pope Francis reflected on this verb, "to
7 . . <z
4+ walk." He noted that this one reminds us that Jesus, the Way, ¢
Iy . . . Iy
;:\2 calls us to follow Him with perseverance, keeping the torch of ;:%
%« faith alight during the earthly pilgrimage. b2
B . . . B
%« In this regard, he continued, "I extend a special thanks to you
72 as Bishop of Rome: your Confraternity, in fact, offers the ¥
Tyd J . Tpd
-;;_3 Easter candle every year to the Lateran Basilica, along with a -;;_3
¥+ donation for the Pope’s charity. Thank you!" v
T T
%+ Thank you for your generosity v
B B2
:,E Bringing his address to a close, the Pope urged the members of :,E
72 the confraternity present to continue with hope along the path ¥
Ipd . . " . Ipd
£ of generosity, on which he assured them, "the Lord will £
%« always accompany you." b2
Ty Ty
¥« 2. Pope dedicates catechesis to 'scourge' of child labour v
T T
¥« Pope Francis dedicates his General Audience reflection to the &
72 “scourge” of child labour, saying Christians "cannot remain
Tpd . . . . . Ty
-;33 indifferent," when children, "instead of being loved and -;:.3
¥« protected, are robbed of their childhood, of their dreams, [and =
#: made] victims of exploitation and marginalization.” &
% e
<« B
¥y o18 NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2025 7%
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{% Christmas is an appropriate time to reflect on the status of {%
%+ children, Pope Francis said at the General Audience, %
{g explaining that he was dedicating two weekly catechesis in {g
}E particular to the “scourge” of child labour. }E
¥ He lamented that “the century that generates artificial %
fvé intelligence and plans multiplanetary existences has not yet V}E
{g reckoned with the scourge of humiliated, exploited, mortally {g
%« wounded childhood.” B
‘I% Looking first to the Scriptures, the Holy Father noted that the {%
% word “son” appears in the Old Testament almost 5,000 times. ¥+
{g “Children are a gift from God,” he said, quoting the psalms, {%
:,E but “unfortunately, that gift is not always respected.” :,E
<¢ Throughout history, the Old Testament shows not only “songs ¢
{% of joy” but also “the cries of victims”: “Think of how many {%
« . . . «%
;.\% children, t(,),day, are dying of thirst or hunger, or are torn apart ;.\%
‘:E by bombs. ‘:E
::é “Think of how many children, today, are dying of thirst or ::é
:'E hunger, or are torn apart by bombs.” :'E
{% Turning to the New Testament, Pope Francis recalled the {%
Po : . . bo
<'§ sl'aughter of the innocents py Herod at the birth of Ch.I‘IStZ a <'§
% dismal tragedy that repeats in other forms throughout history. <
%% Jesus, with Mary his mother and Saint Joseph are forced to 1
}E experience “the nightmare of becoming refugees in a foreign }E
{g land, as still happens today to many people.” {g
::? When, during His public ministry, children are brought to ::é
%% Jesus, He breaks with the tradition that considered children &
}E “simply objects” and tells His disciples to let the children come }E
;:\2 to Him. Even more, the Pope said, Jesus proposes children as :{%
v« amodel for adults to emulate.” g
I I8
::é Highlighting the plight of the “too many” children forced to ::é
&2 work and exploited by an economy “that does not respect life,” ¥
{% Pope Francis said, “those who recognize themselves as {%
% FEBRUARY 2025 NEWSLETTER 19 ¥
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: 4
Ty . o e 4. Tyt
% children of God cannot remain indifferent, they cannot accept
}E that our little sisters and brothers, instead of being loved and }E
Jg protected, are robbed of their childhood, of their dreams, Ig
DA . . . . . . . DA
%% victims of exploitation and marginalization.” o5
<« B A
Ipd . . . . Ipd
i Pope Francis ended his catechesis with the prayer that God
V}E might “open our minds and hearts to care and tenderness,” and fvé
<< that “every boy and every girl might be able to grow in age,
pa . . . o . <
% wisdom and grace, receiving and giving love.” B
<« B A"
v . . cr . v
%% 3. Pope Francis: 'We must embrace our priestly identity' 5
B B
v . . . . v
%% Pope Francis receives the Argentine Priestly College of Rome &
« . . . .1"W
¥4 and calls on them to imitate the priestly example of the @¥:
Iy . . . . . Iy
{% "Gaucho priest," Argentine Saint Jose Gabriel del Rosario {%
¥« Brochero, by drawing close to the Lord through the Eucharist
<'§ and through serving others. :%
DA Ty
<« B
7: We must firmly embrace our priestly identity, Pope Francis ¥
Ty . . . . . Ty
'?:‘3 suggested in his address to the Argentine seminary of Rome in -;;_E
¥+ the Vatican. B2
T T
«u . . . B A
¥+ The Pope said "Our vocation is not an appendage or a means Sy:
<'§ to other ends," but rather "does God’s plan for our lives, what <'§
¥ . . . Pe
74 God sees in us, what stirs His love gaze." By
«% B A
Ty Iypd
:,E "I would dare say," Pope Francis added, "it is, in a way, the :,E
“¥* love He has for us." B
Ipd Ipd
« R
<: Total gift of ourselves :Saying that in this way, priests find 2
Iy . . Ty
s their true essence, the Pope urged those before him to work for £
¥« the good of others, offering a total gift of themselves, in order s
<'§ to present an offering to God through their service. <'§
Cw Ty
<« B A
J% The Pope stressed how important it is for priests to care for <'§
Ppa . . . . . . . Ppa
%% their interior lives, to "keep their fire alive" with great 7
<« eqe . . .1"W
,v% humility, and to embrace priestly fraternity. ,v%
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Tyt . . . . Ty
-;:._3 "With brother priests," Pope Francis stressed, priests are to -;;_z
}E have that desire to share everything he has, and to welcome }E
Ig when others correct him. Moreover, the Holy Father added, he Jg
Tyl . . . Ty
%% 1s to do the same with them with candor, urging them to lead a 1%
2 . . . . S;W
<'§ life of deep piety with frequent confession. <'§
D& Iy
B A . . N;W
%+ The Holy Father also underscored the indispensable place of <
{% the Eucharist in priestly life, reminding that St. Brochero never {%
v« neglected this, and entrusted those gathered to the protection of
2 Jesus and the Blessed Mother. P
Iy Iy
R . . . %
¥* 4. Pope: ‘Religions must work together to seek bridges of
Ty Ty
i peace’ 28
2 «%
Iy . . . . . Iy
{% Pope Francis meets in the Vatican with a delegation of the {%
%« Muslim Bektashi Order of Dervishes from Albania and
¥+ highlights the critical role of interreligious dialogue in building ¥
Yy . Ty
:'E a peaceful coexistence among peoples. :'E
Tya . . . . . . T
-;3_3 Pope Francis reiterated that interreligious dialogue and -;;_z
¥ cooperation are more necessary than ever in a world marred by
7% conflict and division. Py
B &
¥ A shared commitment to dialogue for a more fraternal Y
Ty Tpd
<& world 28
B .. . .. T
£ “Whenever religious leaders gather in a spirit of mutual £
v« respect and commit themselves to fostering a culture of
¥ encounter through dialogue, mutual understanding, and
€& cooperation, our hope for a better and more just world is
%« renewed and confirmed”, the Pope said as he met in the
<% Vatican with a delegation of the Bektashi Order of Dervishes ¥
Ry : %
&% from Albania. T
o . . . B
%% The Bektashis are a renowned Muslim Sufi Order that &
.1"R .« . . . . . S'AW
%+ originated in 13th-century Anatolia, in modern-day Turkiye, ‘¥
;’% and became widespread in the Ottoman Empire, extending to ;’%
Yy Ty
B b
B B
Ipd Ipd
% T
7 FEBRUARY 2025 NEWSLETTER 21§
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: 4
Iy . . . . . Tyt
%z Albania and the Albanian populations in Kosovo, Macedonia,
% and Montenegro. B
T B
}E The order is renowned for its focus on love, tolerance, and }E
_-;v‘g spiritual enlightenment and entertains friendly relations with :;Y‘Q
Iyd . . Ty
s the Catholic Church and the Holy See through the Dicastery
B A . . . B A
:'§ for Interreligious Dialogue. jv%
R g
}E Fraternal relations against the logic of violence and discord }E
Tk T
%+ Pope Francis described these relations as a “blessing” and
72 expressed trust that they will grow stronger “serving fraternity ¥:
Iypa . Tpd
-;;_E and peaceful coexistence among peoples.” -;;_E
« B
Iy . . . . Iy d
#: Addressing the delegation led by His Grace Haxhi Baba g
%« Edmond Brahimaj, the Pope remarked that in a world marred s
Jg by the “logic of violence and discord”, religious convictions Ig
e X ery
%% can help us to instead “embrace more clearly the fundamental
«r . . . . Bt
¥+ values of encounter, friendship, and collaboration in the
¥ pursuit of the common good” which, he said, are “intrinsic to <
B0 : e
%« our shared humanity.” b
I T4
72 The unique role of interreligious dialogue in building a s
«% B A
¥+ future of peace B
Ipd Ipd
% . . . . B
¥+ Concluding Pope Francis reaffirmed that, despite the present s
<'§ challenges, interreligious dialogue has a “unique role in <'§
:,E building a future of reconciliation, justice, and peace that the :,E
<'§ peoples of the world, and especially young people, so ardently :%
3 e er
:'E desire. :'E
{% S. Pope to World Economic Forum: Al must promote and {%
¥« never violate human dignity v
I g4
:,E In a message to the 2025 World Economic Forum taking place :,E
72 in Davos, Pope Francis calls for the ethical and responsible use 3
TIypd P . . . . Ty
%z of artificial intelligence, which must help human beings for the ¥
¥+ good of all, and never violate human dignity for the sake of &
J: efficiency. P
.VYA .VYA
<« E < E
% %
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"Human dignity must never be violated for the sake of
efficiency."
Pope Francis offered this reminder in his message to the
Chairman of the 2025 World Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland.

The Holy Father began by observing that the theme of this
year’s Forum is “Collaboration for the Intelligent Age,”
which, he suggested, provides a good opportunity to reflect on
artificial intelligence as a tool "not only for cooperation,” "but
also to bring peoples together."

The gift of intelligence

The Pope remembered that Christian tradition regards the gift
of intelligence as an essential aspect of the human person
created “in the image of God.”

At the same time, Pope Francis highlighted, the Catholic
Church has always been a protagonist and a supporter of the
advancement of science, technology, the arts, and other forms
of human endeavours, "considering them to be areas of
'collaboration of man and woman with God in perfecting the

L
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visible creation.

Unforeseen situations create risk

Since Al is intended to imitate the human intelligence that
designed it, Pope Francis suggested this poses a unique set of
questions and challenges, especially since this technology is
designed to learn and make certain choices autonomously, and
can provide answers not foreseen by its programmers.

For this very reason, the Pope said, Al raises "fundamental
questions about ethical responsibility, human safety, and the
broader implications of these developments for society."
Assisting human person

"When used correctly," the Pope commended, "Al assists the
human person in fulfilling his or her vocation, in freedom and
responsibility. "
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<v§ As with all other human activity and technological {%
}E development, he reminded, Al must be ordered to the human }E
{g person and become part of efforts to achieve “greater justice, {g
%% more extensive fraternity and a more humane order of social 1
}E relations.” }E
Iy Iyd
::E Achieving this, the Pope reiterated, is “more valuable than ::E
:% advances in the technical field.” ,:%
::E The Holy Father warned against the risk that AI will be used to
{% advance the “technocratic paradigm”, which perceives all the {%
%% world’s problems as solvable through technological means
%+ alone. "Within this paradigm," he explained, "human dignity
T . . . . P
% and fraternity are frequently subordinated in the pursuit of <
:,E efficiency, as though reality, goodness, and truth inherently :,E
;% emanate from technological and economic power." ,v%
f:‘é "Yet human dignity," he underscored, "must never be violated f:‘é
{% for the sake of efficiency." {%
¥4 Cannot worsen inequalities or conflicts B2
Ipd Iyd
::E In this context, the Pope stressed those technological ::E
J: developments that "do not improve life for everyone, but :
{% instead create or worsen inequalities and conflicts, cannot be {%
b pos
;:\% called true progress." ;:\%
%L “Technological developments that do not improve life for
¥4 everyone, but instead create or worsen inequalities and
{g conflicts, cannot be called true progress” {%
}E For this reason, he said Al should be placed at the service of a :vE
{% healthier, more human, more social and more integral {%
bo pos
<'§ development. <'§
< Diligence and vigilance £
;'é "Progress marked by the dawn of AIL," he insisted, "calls for a ;Vé
s rediscovery of the importance of community and a renewed i
¥+ commitment to care for the common home entrusted to us by =
% God." P
b pa
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Tyt . .. . Ty
-;:._3 "To mnavigate the complexities of AI," the Pope said, -;;_z
}E "governments and businesses must exercise due diligence and }E
< vigilance." In this regard, he urged them to ‘critically
DA . . . . . . . W
1% evaluate the individual applications of Al in particular contexts .
v \&
BA . . . . . v
%+ 1in order to determine whether its use promotes human dignity,
< the vocation of the human person, and the common good." P
Tyd Iy
B A . . N;W
w4+ "As with many technologies," the Holy Father who has spoken
Ipd . . . Iyd
i in various contexts about the pros and cons of Al cautioned,
e "the effects of the various uses of AI may not always be &
72 predictable from their inception." B
AP 944
Pa . o
v« Al directed toward the good of all e
Tgd .. . C 1. Iga
£& "As the application of Al and its social impact become clearer
%« over time," the Pope stressed, "appropriate responses should
,'; be made at all levels of society," which, he illustrated, requires :;
#& "individual users, families, civil society, corporations,
%+ institutions, governments, and international organizations ¥
<'§ working at their proper levels to ensure that Al is directed to <'§
e 7
7« the good of all." By
< %
7% “Individual wusers, families, civil society, corporations, <
Vv‘ . . . . . . . v"
3% institutions, governments, and international organizations must
S A4 <«w
¥+ work at their proper levels to ensure that Al is directed to the 2
Tyd ) Ty
<& good of all Po
Tyd X
£ . . . . o
72 Pope Francis concluded by offering his prayerful good wishes
Ty . . . . .. Ty
& for the deliberations of the Forum and invoking divine
%+ blessings upon all its participants. e
Iypd N N N Ty
&% 6. Pope Francis: 'My heart is with Los Angeles' 5
B4 <%
<i Pope Francis says his heart is with the suffering people of Los ¥
Iy . . . Ipd
£& Angeles, California, and prays that the Patron of the Americas,
%« Our Lady of Guadalupe, might intercede for all residents. e
T . . . Tea
';:AE 'My heart is with the people of Los Angeles," Pope Francis -;S_E
v« stressed during his most recent appeal to pray for those who &
<% have suffered devastating wildfires in the US state of
3 ‘ : R
%+ California. %
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#z "May Our Lady of Guadalupe," Pope Francis prayed, =
%+ "intercede for all the inhabitants so that they may be witnesses
¥ of hope through the power of diversity and creativity for which
Ba =
%% they are known throughout the world." Rl
<« B A
¥¢ Previous appeals &
Cw Ty
:,E The Holy Father has frequently remembered the people of Los :,E
72 Angeles since the wildfires have wreaked havoc and claimed ¥
Tpd Ipd
s lives. A
<« B A"
<'§ After the recitation of the Angelus prayer on Sunday, the Pope <'§
Yy . . Iy
%% said, “I am close to the residents of Los Angeles County, i
<« . . . . . . <«
v+ California, where devastating wildfires have flared in recent @
;’% days: I pray for all of you.” ;'%
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72 The Pope sent a telegram to Archbishop José Gomez of Los ¥
Ty . . . Ipd
-;;3 Angeles in which he expressed his deep sadness for the "loss -;:.3
fv‘é of life" and "widespread destruction" caused by the fires that f.‘é
<: continue to burn near the city of Los Angeles. &
Ba =
<2 . . B
¥+ Pope Francis reassured Archbishop Gomez and the s
I .. . .. Tyt
<i communities affected by the tragedy of his spiritual closeness, <
3 > : g
¥4 and, entrusting the souls of the deceased to "the loving mercy s
<% . £x
¥* of Almighty God," sent heartfelt condolences to those who 7
Iyd . Ty
<z mourn their loss. <%
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<'§ The Pope likewise prayed for the relief efforts of the <'§
DA . . . . e
%% emergency services personnel, and imparted his blessing to all 5
<« . . B
¢+ "as a pledge of consolation and strength in the Lord." B
T : e
72 Fires across the Los Angeles area have claimed at least 28 s
<}, Lx
¥4 lives, destroyed more than 15,000 structures, and charred 73
Iy . Ty
s some 63 square miles. 4
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—metﬁday ~Wishes

Rev.Fr. AMADALAIMUTHU - 10.2.1967
Rev.Fr. M.MOSES -11.2.1978
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#%  RevFr.RARULRAJ - 12.2.1968
#1  RevFr.S.PERIYANAYAGAM- 16.2.1968
£5  RevFr.S.RAYAPPAN - 18.2.1943
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Rev.Fr. A ALFRED JOSEPH - 23.2.1972
Rev.Fr. ALEXIS - 26.2.1994
Rev.Fr. INFANT TONY PAUL- 28.2.1990 |
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—Feast-Day- Wishes—
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Necralogy
Rev.Fr. P.T.JOSEPH - 07.02.2005
Rev.Fr. MICHAEL - 08.02.1974

Rev.Fr. AASAGAYANATHAN - 13.02.2010
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