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B2 BISHOP’S MESSAGE
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My Dear Fathers, Sisters and Laity,

Holy Mother Church begins the season of Lent from 5% March
of this month. It is Ash Wednesday, the day we enter the great
penitential season of Lent, a season that draws our attention to
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. For many, this season is about
“giving something up”. However, you can give anything up or
even take something on. Whatever your Lenten fast is this year,
I encourage to do it, and to do it well with the help of God’s
grace.

Fasting though is only one-third of the Lenten theme, we must
also pray and give alms. Since prayer is our encounter with God,
adding times to pray to our daily routine would be extremely
beneficial to each and every one of us. A simple addition of
prayer is signing up for Eucharistic Adoration in your parish or
a nearby parish. Spending that extra hour in prayer each week
will for sure increase your encounter with God.

For alms, if you have a favorite charity or don’t give to your
parish, increasing your financial donations during the next 40
days will assist you in meeting the alms obligation during Lent.
Please don’t forget, there are many people less fortunate that
need our assistance.

The Church lays great stress on this truth, confirmed by the
history of every man: Remember that “to dust you shall return”.
Remember that your life on earth has a limit! Therefore the
message of Ash Wednesday is expressed with the words of St.
Paul: “We are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal
through us. We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled
to God. For our sake, he made him to be sin who knew no sin,
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God”
(2 Cor 5:20-21).
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“Repent and believe in the Gospel”. This invitation, which we
find at the beginning of Jesus’ preaching, introduces us into the
Lenten season, a time to be dedicated in a special way to
conversion and renewal, to prayer, to fasting and to works of
charity. In recalling the experience of the chosen people, we too
set out as it were to retrace the journey that Isracl made across
the desert to the Promised Land. We too will reach our goal;
after these weeks of penance, we will experience the joy of
Easter. Our eyes, purified by prayer and penance, will be able to
behold with greater clarity the face of the living God, to whom
man makes his own pilgrimage on the paths of earthly life.”

During Lent, we prepare to relive the Paschal Mystery, which
sheds the light of hope upon the whole of our existence, even its
most complex and painful aspects. Holy Week will again set
before us this mystery of salvation in the evocative rites of the
Easter Triduum. Dear Brothers and Sisters, let us set out with
trust on our Lenten journey, sustained by fervent prayer,
penance and concern for those in need. In particular, may this
Lent be a time of ever greater concern for the needs of children,
in our own families and in society as a whole: for they are the
future of humanity.

“Your Father who sees in secret will reward you” (Mt 6: 4, 6,
18). Jesus’ words are addressed to each one of us at the
beginning of our Lenten journey. We begin it with the
imposition of ashes, an austere penitential gesture very dear to
Christian tradition. It emphasizes the awareness of sinners as
they stand before the majesty and holiness of God. At the same
time, it demonstrates readiness to accept and to transform into
concrete choices adherence to the Gospel.

The Church lives Christ’s redemptive sacrifice throughout the
liturgical year. However, in the season of Lent we would like to
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& immerse ourselves in it in a particularly intense way, as the &
B « . . ]
Apostle urges us: “Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, ¥

A

& now is the day of salvation!” (2 Cor 6:2). In this important

season, the treasures of Redemption, merited for us by Christ
crucified and risen, are dispensed to us in a most particular way.
Thus the Psalmist’s exclamation: “Create in me a clean heart ...
and put a new and right spirit within men” becomes at the
beginning of Lent a strong call to conversion.

The ideal ways to follow in the season of lent:

Repentance and renewal: Lent is a time to convert, renew,
pray, fast, and do charitable works.

Death as a mystery: Death is a mystery, and we should
meditate on it as the mystery of man in Christ.

Our relationship with God: We come from God and return to
God through the Resurrection.

Our connection with others: We are connected with all people
through our shared identity as children of God.

Charity: We should practice charity towards the poor, sick,
outcast, and aged.

Detachment from material goods: We should detach ourselves
from superfluous goods and accept a poverty that sets us free.
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Let us deny ourselves, repent for our sins and have a close
relationship with the Lord.
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May God bless you alll!
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With my prayers and blessings,

.4

azia

% Lawrence Pius, D.D.,
Bishop of Dharmapuri

ea e
R

,.4“4,.AV.A,.AV.4,.4“4,.AV.A,.AQ.AQ.4.1.4“.4“.4“.4.1.4“.4“.4“.4“.4“.4“4“.4n.4n.4n.4n.4n.4.1.4n.4n.4n.4.1.4n.4n.4n.4.1.4“.4“.4“.4“.4“.4“.@
R TR o TSk T TRk TS Rk TR0 T TSR TR0 e TRk TRo8 s 188 TSR TS0 T TRk TR e TSk TS0 TS TS TSR TS s TSk TSR T TS TSk TS T 1Sk TRn s 188 TSk T T 15
Q'

ADED D EDED P PAED RAED AR DAZDARD AR ARD A PAED AR D AAIAED AR ARTRARD DAED AR DA AR D ARAED A TD TR AR A IARD (DA A D ERARD DA D A D AR RAR D DA AR

et
R

<

=0

MARCH 2025 NEWSLETTER 5

RATZETATA TR TR T T TA T TR TR T T TR TR TR R TR TR
PP I A ATy ATy ATy T TP ATy AT ATy ATy AT TP AT TP ATy ATy ATy Ty Ty ATy AT P ATy ATy Ty

.42
S ta o
S R

]
-

A

h)
o



A A A A A A A A A A A A A A R A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

e N e e e e e e e A A R et R e A A R et R e B R R e A e e
Iy Ty Uy iy Uy iy Uy Ty Uy Uy Uy Ty Uy Uy Uy Uy Uy Ty Uy Ty Uy Uy Uy Uy Uy Uy Ty Ty Ty Ty ¥y ¥y 7

opwid Sow Hbsmar
:'\é Eflevg  BCwseld  SlSlEE  SlBETHHEDSWITEEET, | :
::E SlmeTsCangaCer, SenmLpsaGer! ::E
“:'E euCleuT(h et Lrid wrsd 19 9y Cszl yefls CurGsiiy V}E
:‘:‘2 sevredf] wiflwrellst sewreui eredTn GlLHallpTemar  FHl(Heweu :‘:‘2
V:vé CEBTeRTL Ty WEPEDH. SaubsTeLsFld @ewmeusner Csig “}E
:{E HaULD, FHTETID, STIOD 6TAT QUTLPHGI OlEHTETIYHSEHD @)HS :{\2
V}E Crrsglev yefls CurGsiler Gumalpremen Gl&mewTLmig V}E
:{E wapeug Apdidlpgflwg. eurg uflbgiewrullsr suruileors ;:\2
i’é BT  @)ewmeussfl_b LUTUSSDMSHET (V0TS  SHTUI  LDSHSHET v:vé
:{\2 @ et @ewmeussfl b FlHbyeusH@ &)%) euHlwrTs jemLouLb. ;:\2
::'\é yeofls CurGsiiy, @Cwas Fnjlevgialler eueriliys SHevs ::'E
v::\é Speuri. @eur, Hullp wrLiley, ‘@ewFwliui’, ‘susrerrmi’, o &lw v::é
ZJ\E CUWITHOTTYID HewHHLILIGSDTT. Ljevfls SHedrest] ofwmalsir ZJ\%
v‘:\é sewteurmet Rsui, urgrbuflu nlevger senugseaflev e Guiflw ?:E
::'\2 yesflgrrs  euswibisliLGEIDTT;,  pgI6LIHHSHewS W T Heflev ::'\2
i:é P (HOUTTEHOLD LFSSILRS DT v::E
:‘:‘2 wri  @hs yefls  CurGsly? (Hmwedmpred ML :‘:\2
;’E Fmyeweuullesr  urgouflw  CurgemeriiLig) STeTSler :}E
% aufloniGe npseui (e 1:27); ssrelofulsr spy Opp %
¥ sapr sevait (105 1:25); @Cusealsr eweriiiyg sheos (s L
£ 2:13-15); AméEELLSmSH Guanf asridsai (rd 2:41-52) ; %
“:vé Flpoemeauuiler poLilbensuiler LTEHIGToUVT (SlhSsHewH LD V}E
:{‘2 usgprai, wFour 8, 1870) ;@ewmsI L s5MHE eriGLTgID v,:
¥ ouenfipseut (0 124)  ;  spusGh  ppsoallE@n b
:{\2 uMb&IEDTWITETT, BT LOFeRTSST LITGISTeuaT BHGIFLISulev ;:\2
ivé pdwrer (g 1:19)2 i@  wsefler  apssrorgf  ( zvé
& osspos 1290 usFprsi, 1955)
::'é yesfls CuirGaliy giewlldaspisitar s LeObOLIWTHSeuT Heumi. ;'E
“::E @)Cuwaallest eurpailsy yesfls CurGsiiy wmmib, wiflwrensuy ;E
:{\2 2 sreTL s @by GUILULL  Blspe), wurrbuflwwrs, ;:\2
}E 6 NEWSLETTER MARCH 2025 ,v;

D& .
B DAE TS, S, D, AT, DS, AP, DAEE, DS, DA, DAES, DTS, DAEE, AT, DTS, D0, BAVE, DA, D6, DA, DA, B8, DTS, BT, DA, DA, DTS, DA, DT, DA, DA, DTS, DA, DA

a

) 2 2

A A A A S e S A A A PR A A e A e T T aiT e P
Ty iy Ay Uy Wy Uy Wy Uy Uy Uy Uy Uy Uy Ty Uy Uy Uy Ty Uy Ty Uy Ty Uy Ty Uy Uy Uy Ty Uy ATy Ty Ty Ay Ty ¢



“erdlig15@HS HULN Qs CFVIH”  (105.2:13-23) ereiTCm
ugleyOFwwliul (HsTengl. ST STWHSMSAL({H), I FFLD
woHmib, CeugewerGuir®  GeuellCGumibGurg, euTETLD
woHmib, CrFwrer HBlewsveww TS T6EHTaTL_S5DE BTFETHSH
F(HEBGHHIDLLD (LPpH6V FTBTMHTEH 2_6TeTg).

B)&HTVEHBL_L_GFl6V, B3] LoMHMILD QUET(LPEHMEW LI
1B TeBTeTEHD B FCHTHIT, FCHTHMHST LVT GuUTeTm),
Guir@aLiyid, wflwmreyid, 78rrg o TFevfler &®Hepdlerrssle0 (HbgI
S5 @ euewTentid, $BIS6f6T STl BT 1g60/(HHgI HL L TUILDTS
OeuafllCumlesrrigesr. “waisefllesr orarrsls UnbSmebsmeur
6ThIGH? eurgl alleTifer 6TPHHETCLTID. EUEHT U HIS
UbHF (HSICDTID” 6Tt FHpHHlewF @hTevllHeT TEITHILLD
QFsttmy GaslLeri. FGFS GCasl® gCrrgh e
HVBIGIQTTID, Y bS EhTeslHefLLD, GHHws BCwaH &HDls5HIs
S Leul L omit eTesrdh@ Mladlwymiser,. LCUTWSE BTy
CFTm)I  YSGHYHWBMW  euewThIGHBeusht”  eTOdIM  Fwm ]
Sursemertl 6LGHVCHYPHEG WILIL) WEUSHTET. Y EITT6,
CusbevBsd GlFaTm GWHws GCwFeney eusmTBISIW I bHD
epTevimer, Serefl b FlpHUleubg SHeusL  HaflHEHTHHTED,
Sjeuisenme eyrHMiLL L gCrrg), 6LHCHLD, @)Tevt(®
UUWIGILD IISD S o I Ll L 6neuuLomesT 6TEVEVT 9| 6307
GYbwsEHmeTd BTV  PuDFGHTET.  (F)F@HLpedleL
UTRTHTHT @hout Pl QFliFlsGHl  usnilbg, Lefls
CurGsiiy  giewllFsFGer®),  YUSSTOT  @@H  LIWIENTLD
Cumelsrant®), SlHEGHLUSMS, 6TEIKIEEG Y ®OPSHHIF
CFesTmII.

gGrrg @mbsLleTarT, 95HE&HM DU @)evrCuweids@Hd SlmbLilu
Gurgl, gGrrdler euflECsmeiTmedledt 9 FFMISBH6060l (HbSI
urgisTiurTs,  &HdGwrallgsrter  BTe@rdg — sTerliL{BLD
oa(hdh@, Leofls CurGsly HGODUSMS I DPSHEIF
Qermmi.  O&T@Er,  pewreulb, WHMID,  LHBeWLoUiledT
SewLwrerors  gCrTg () HHGLLCauswer, HsMHE LTDHTS,
@ewpurrwfliiile) FriieHwTeT 6L, HMILD, F)lewflFFevmesr

MARCH 2025 NEWSLETTER 7

B I IAZE A7, WS DAL, IAZE, DAY, DTS, IS, BAES, DAvS, DRvE, WS, DAZE, DAZS, DAZE), D76, D8, DAES, LAV, DAY, DAve, DAv, LAv, DAZE, D2, DAZS, A8, LAvS, DAvS, LAvS, Livs
<
wls

T A A A T T e A T A S S A S S T S T A T T AT T AT Tt T
v Oy Uy Ty Uy Ty Uy Ty Uy Ty Uy Uy Uy Uy Uy Uy Uy Uy Uy Uy Wy Uy Wy Uy Ty Uy Uy

CAMAA AR AR AR DA DA AR DA DA AR AR A AR AR AU AU A AR AU A A AR AU A A TAA A A T4 CAA AR A

B 10 IN08. IN08. IS0 IS0 TN, TS, S0 TS0, T8, TS0, T8 TS0 IS8 T8, T8, TS0 S8, N8, S8 TS0, T8 IS8 S8 IS8 TS0 TS0 TS0 TS0 TS0 TS0 TS0 T8 TS0, TSEA. 1S

DAERALD RAED RARD AARARD AR RBAED RARD B ARTD AR ARRAD A AR AR D ARRAED I DARTRARD ARARTD B ARTRARD AR TRAETD AR ARTR A D ARTRARD AR DARD A D ARARD DA AR D ARARD A DASTD D

cameaa

e s g e oA ot
R I S R S

R

IS

A
Yy



Do
B T P e A D A e e D P U LA D I IR IR Tt D D e e e T U I IR I DS DS P Lhod
I I AT ATy ATy Ty Y AT AT AT ATy ATy ATy Ty T I ATy ATy ATy ATy T T I AT ATy ATy T Ty ATy AT Ty ATy 4Ty

BOLSens wausgl, BTD 6THTOHTETEHD FouTeDHT LOHMILD,
(3)63T6T6VH (1h 5@, sTeUTM LiGleV6rfl G5 CauanT(HID eTaTLIENS L|6vfls
CurGsliy, BHGHHS STL(HEDTT. eTHlgdbGHs SUL @
CFsrmCurgl, yefls CurGsiy GeuefllliLu@sslw were mis)
LoMHm)Lb S|6TeMLI BTLD BlemevT 6 &5 (& 1 TewT (HLO G LI,
FmBGHOUDCUTSTYI, Shisefler CFThs @)L mismerall (b
SLLTwrTsl HeobolUw@md — H»eTdHgl &S EhBSTHa|LD
@ewmCeuainr_sv GFIGsurid. Y HeTeulflirs Heuismer, Ljevlls
CurGaiiler glewlldFsured o FieudliiLiReuriser.
yewflg CurGsrLillib she Geuestigw LITL BIgeT :
GpirenLo: [BTLD SuresTiILHSSLILL L TeY|LD [HLOEWLD
FTihbCsTewrwd BLD BDLNGewasd G weuTsenarujd SriiLrmm]
@ raflwid sewL_UliginGg Crhiewio.
2 ewliy wHMID uTHSTOL 2 »PLGU 2 wie. 95 G BLD
QFrsgl.sLeyefler GLwL BID GHHOUBIGEDOT LITEISTEELD
yeofls GurGsidlib B GOHbubisener splriewL L1uGs BLD
UTSIsTLL].
ufbgenrwmeri ©: Rewp Sl L GFlev Hibewiott Cuewf] euarisgi
USGSVID  FleTuGSleYd  Crmullepid  HrewromHELTeTSleY) D
SDeWID LUTHISTSHS UeTTliyd Shewd SO 1D Cxsl GbGuTg)
@Cwas yefls CurGsiiy Bpwssmit ufbgewTliLens BLOd S,
9| (HeMFQ\Fiiteumi. 9| 6OTEW6BT wflwmends B)ewemTwiTss
uflbgiewrulley  susvevsmiowsitareui Lefls CurGsiiy. yesfls
CurGsiiier eufluiled BLVOIHTH GHH UL 2 HeuTHL, LPlw
FYPSTWHDS 2 (huTshSl  yHw  eurpsweu  CpHmaall
LwewTom@euid.
yeofls CQuirGaLiy Hesrevf] wflwmeils &ewreui

CumailpT BHeVeuTLpdHHIdbH6T! !

SIDTLL )LD SemDIITE HLEDILD

"LO\JA T e an\l
2

ONJ60T6ID LILLIGD
Sy LDemmLDTEIL L. Shuirr

8 NEWSLETTER MARCH 2025 %3

B Az, BAZS, BAv:4, LAvS Dive LAv4
)



AR AR T RA A RA A ZA A T A AR AR A RA A RA A RA A ZA R A A R A A A A A
7vﬂvn‘?v.,‘Yvu‘?v.,‘Yvu‘?v.,‘Yvn‘?v.,‘Yvu‘?vﬁvu‘?vﬁvn‘?vu‘yvu‘?vu‘yvu‘?vn‘-vvn‘?vu‘-vvu‘?vu‘-vvu‘?vn‘-vvu‘-vvﬁyvﬁyvu‘yvu‘yvﬁyvﬁyvu‘yvé

<« «%
Iyd Iyd
. 14 %
Ty, Iyd
< P

Iy Iy
3 DA

1. Holy Season of Lent: We are going to begin the
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Season of Lent with Ash Wednesday on 5th March,
2025. Lent is indeed a time of grace; above all it is a
time to prepare ourselves for the celebration of the 3
death and Resurrection of Christ. One can effectively &
relive the mystery only with purified mind and heart.
The purpose of Lent is to provide that purification. 3
Hereby, I request all parish priests to instruct the i
faithful in having a wonderful experience of God’s &
special graces. Prayer, penance and almsgiving are the
core points of the Season of Lent. The faithful are :
exhorted to do penance on Ash Wednesday and on all &
Fridays. Fasting and abstinence are to be observed on
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. All those who have
completed the age of 14 are bound to observe the law ¢
of abstinence; those who have completed the age of 18 ¥
and not yet attained the age of 60 are obliged to i
observe the law of fasting. :

2. Remittance of common collections: May I remind
all the parish priests to remit the Holy Childhood Day
collection taken on 9th February 2025 to the Diocesan
Procurator immediately and help him to forward the
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& amount to Rome. :
g ¥
: 3. International Women’s Day: The International :
: Women’s Day falls on the 8th March (Saturday), 2025. :
# Kindly arrange for a meaningful celebration of this day #
% with special focus on the women in the parish and
# Institutions in an appropriate manner. s
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4. Clergy Monthly Recollection for the month of
March 2025 will be at Vicariate level.

5. Papal Intention for the Month of March: For
families in crisis

Let us pray that broken families might discover the
cure for their wounds through forgiveness,
rediscovering each other's gifts, even in their
differences.
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BISHOP’S PROGRAMME- MARCH 2025
Date Time Programme

01.03.2025 |11.00 am 40t day mass for Mr.Joseph’s mother,
Saturday Kolunthirampattu.
06.00 pm Mass Tiruporur

02.03.2025 |12.00 noon |Mass & Bible convention, Sogathur
Sunday

06.00 pm Inaguration of Jubilee Harur Vicarite at
B.Pallipatti

03 & Inter - Religious seminar Chennai
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7 104.03.2025

# [Mon & Tue

05.03.2025 |06.00 pm Ash Wednesday mass at Hosur

3+ | Wednesday

07.03.2025 |04.00 pm DPC Executive meeting Bishops House

++ | Friday 06.00pm  [Mass & Way of the cross at Kovilur
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: 08.03.2025 |10.00 am Women'’s day celebration at Kandikuppam :
2 | Saturday P
%409.03.2025 |06.00 pm Inter- Religious meeting at Madurai

Sunday
10.03.2025 [10.00 am Women'’s day celebration at Bommidi
Monday
11.03.2025 |04.00 pm Exam St.Peters Pontifical Institute,
Tuesday Bangalore

13.03.2025 |03.00 pm Retreat mass Sogathur

Thursday
14.03.2025 |09.30 pm Exam St.Peters Pontifical Institute,
Friday Bangalore

06.00 pm Mass & Way of the cross Sipcot
16.03.2025 |09.00 am Mass followed by Pastoral Visit
Sunday at Veppampatty

19.03.2025 |06.00 pm Feast mass Minor seminary
Wednesday
21.03.2025 |09.30 am Inauguration of Anbiam seminar at
Friday Pastoral centre

06.00 pm Mass & Way of the cross

at Cana retreat centre

23.03.2025 |03.00 pm Mass Anbiam trainers at Pastoral centre
Sunday
26.03.2025 |11.00 am Formation Council — Bishop’s House
Wednesday
27.03.2025 |03.00 pm Retreat mass Sogathur
Thursday P
28.03.2025 |06.00 pm Mass & Way of the cross B.pallipatti 3
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&4 | Friday B
< 29.03.2025 |04.00 pm Inter- Religious meeting Sirumalai «
B Saturday Dindigal o
, 30.03.2025 |08.30 am Mass followed by Pastoral visit ,
%: | Sunday Dasarapalli b4
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Vatican News for the Month of February, 2025

1. Hundreds gather in St Peter's Square to pray for Pope
Francis

Hundreds of people, including Cardinals, Bishops, and members
of the Roman Curia, gather in St Peter’s Square.

In the same Square where, on his first day as Pope, he blessed
the people and asked for their blessing, on Monday that same
people gathered to pray for their shepherd, Pope Francis—for
his health, for his recovery, and for his return among them.
Young people, families, priests, nuns, cardinals residing in
Rome, heads of Dicasteries, and members of the Roman Curia
gathered in St. Peter’s Square at 9 p.m. on February 24, the
tenth day of the Pope’s hospitalization at Gemelli Hospital, for
the recitation of the Rosary led by the Cardinal Secretary of
State, Pietro Parolin, who in his introduction asked for prayers
so that Francis “may regain his health.”
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Rosaries and Masses from Around the World

The news about the Pope’s health—marked by moments of
greater suffering on Saturday and a “slight improvement”
announced in the Monday evening update from the Vatican—
has prompted an outpouring of affection and closeness toward
the 88-year-old Pontiff. This has taken form in Rosaries and
Masses, and in that prayer which, always, at the end of every
speech or catechesis, the Pope requests for himself, because “it
is like armor for every shepherd.”

Cardinals and Dicastery heads among those present

A mild climate and an intimate atmosphere permeated the
evening. About thirty cardinals were seated on the steps. In the
front row, among others, were recognizable faces such as
Cardinals Tagle, Ouellet, Prevost, Artime, Bagnasco, Feroci,
Semeraro, Burke, Miller, and Becciu. Others, like Cardinal
Czerny, sat among the people. Also present was Sister Raffaella
Petrini, who will take over the leadership of the Vatican
Governorate in a week, along with other collaborators from the
Roman Curia and the Diocese of Rome.

The Recitation of the Rosary

From the crowd in the square, one could see rosary beads of
different materials and colors hanging from the hands of the
faithful, who recited the Joyful Mysteries amidst the chants of
the Schola Cantorum, the litanies, and the reading of the Gospel
of Luke on the Annunciation. Some remained standing the
entire time, others sat, some prayed in silence, others in a
whisper. Some carried their national flag, a photo of the Pope
(either printed or on a smartphone), a candle, or even a lantern.
Everyone followed the Rosary, looking toward the white stage
where the Pope usually presides over Masses and Wednesday
audiences. Tonight, there stood the icon of Mary, Health of the
Sick, to whom Cardinal Parolin entrusted Pope Francis.

Parolin: An intense prayer for the Holy Father
“In the Acts of the Apostles, it is written that the Church
prayed intensely while Peter was kept in prison. For two
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thousand years, the Christian people have prayed for the Pope
when he is in danger or ill,” Cardinal Parolin said by way of
introduction. “Even in these days, as Pope Francis has been
hospitalized at Gemelli Hospital, an intense prayer has risen to
the Lord from individual faithful and Christian communities
worldwide.”
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“From this evening,” the Cardinal Secretary of State proclaimed,
“we too want to unite publicly, here in his home, with the
recitation of the Holy Rosary. We entrust him to the powerful
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, whom we invoke under
the title of Salus Infirmorum (Health of the Sick). May she, our
loving Mother, support him in this time of illness and trial and
help him recover soon.”
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¢ The hopes of the people

7 The evening’s prayer concluded with the Sign of the Cross and
<+ and a round of applause, while from the back of the square, the
¢ usual chant of Viva il Papa echoed. The entire event lasted about
5 45 minutes. As the crowd dispersed, some people remained in
< the Square near the obelisk: Spanish nuns, a group of Chinese
¢ faithful, an even larger group of Filipino priests. There was also
: a Colombian priest who had been on a mission in Mongolia for
< years: “It’s a difficult moment, but we are with him,” he said.
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“We came from very far away, from the outskirts of Rome, but
we wanted to be here,” explained two young women. “The Pope
will make it; he has to make it. We need him.”

“He is our guide,” added a couple who had come from northern
Italy to Rome for the Jubilee. A woman, wrapped in a black coat
and a purple hat, admitted she had been worried about Pope
Francis for days: “Among all the bad news and fake news that
make me angry, today, we saw beauty. I pray for the Pope every
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¥+ day at home, and it was beautiful to do it together. So many
& people... He always tells us, ‘Pray for me,” and we did.”

¥ Cardinal You: We hope he recovers soon

%% Among the photos taken with mobile phones and cameras by
v . . . . .

%5 journalists, in the dim light of the colonnade, the red zucchettos
¥
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of some cardinals stood out as they stopped to greet the faithful
from their respective countries. Among them was Cardinal
Lazzaro You Heung-sik, Prefect of the Dicastery for the Clergy,
surrounded by young Koreans.

“T am very happy that the people of God, all of us, are here for
the Pope, who is not feeling well. The Pope is at the center of
Christianity, of the Church, he is the Successor of Peter. We
must pray for him, who has loved us so much, and now we must
give love to the Pope. I hope he recovers soon,” the cardinal told
Vatican media.

“It is important to do what the Pope wants: live the Word, open
the heart, love others: the smallest, the migrants, the
marginalized, the poor. Because by loving them, we love Jesus.
The Pope has given us this example, he is giving us this
example. We must continue, together, to make the Church and
humanity more beautiful,” You added. He also wanted to send a
direct message to Francis:

“Holy Father, I love you so much! Once I told you that I am
ready to give my life for you and for the Church. I repeat this: I
am ready to give my life for you and for the Church. Which
means loving everyone who is next to me. Always with great

»

Joy.
2. Pope Francis: Let us imitate Simeon and Anna, pilgrims of
hope

In the catechesis prepared for the General Audience scheduled
for February 26, Pope Francis reflects on the Presentation in the
Temple and invites us to imitate Simeon and Anna as model
“pilgrims of faith”.

Despite the cancellation of Wednesday morning’s General
Audience, Pope Francis continues to teach from his hospital
room, with the Vatican releasing the prepared text of the Pope’s
catechesis.

Continuing the catechetical cycle on “Jesus Christ, our hope”,
the Holy Father reflects on the mystery of the Presentation of
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{ Jesus in the Temple forty days after His birth. The Presentation
1 demonstrates Mary and Joseph’s obedience to Jewish Law, and
show them not only “integrating” Jesus into a family, a people,
and a covenant, but also caring for His growth as they
themselves grow “in their comprehension of a vocation that far
surpasses them”.

a 248 * A%
A<>A

4 ea
-

Pope Francis then turns his attention to the two other figures
present in the Temple: the elderly Simeon and Anna.

A witness of faith, hope, and love

Simeon, longing for the fulfilment of God’s promises to Israel, is
inspired to take the Child Jesus in his arms and is consoled at
seeing the Saviour of Israel. He expresses his feelings “in a
canticle full of heartfelt gratitude, which in the Church has
become the prayer at the end of the day” the Nunc dimittis,
which begins, “Now, O Lord, you let your servant go in peace,
according to your word...”

Simeon, the Pope said, is “a witness of faith received as a gift
and communicated to others; ... a witness of the hope that does
not disappoint; ... a witness of God’s love, which fills the human
heart with joy and peace”.

Hope rekindled in our hearts

Alongside Simeon, Anna, a widow entirely dedicated to service
and prayer, also sees salvation in the Child Jesus. At the sight of
the Child, the Pope explained, “Anna celebrates the God of
Israel, who has redeemed His people in that very Child, and tells
others about Him, generously spreading the prophetic word”.

Pope Francis continued, “The song of redemption of two elders
thus emits the proclamation of the Jubilee for all the people and
for the world. Hope is rekindled in hearts in the Temple of

& Jerusalem because Christ our hope has entered it”.

Ty
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¥+ Pilgrims of hope

% :
¥ Pope Francis concluded his reflection by inviting the faithful to %:
¥ imitate Simeon and Anna, “these pilgrims of hope”, who are able ¥
% :
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%% to see beyond appearances “who know how to welcome God’s 5
¥4 visit with joy and rekindle hope in the hearts of brothers and s
. » wd
& sisters™. pe
Iyd Iyd
bAS b
#: 3. DRC Bishops condemn conflict, language-based
SO B
£% discrimination &5
*% b A
Yyd . . . Iyd
£ The Bishops of the Democratic Republic of Congo have #;
¥* condemned discrimination based on language, especially %:
¥ against Congolese Swahili speakers, and warned against
£ division amidst the ongoing conflict in the country's eastern
% . B
%+ regions. iy
*% B A
Iy Tys
%% The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) continues to grapple s
£ o . . . ; T
< with escalating violence, with tensions reaching new heights in &
Ty R . Iy
£ early 2025 following the rapid advance of the M23 rebel group %
%+ in the mineral-rich eastern provinces. g%
= B
B Iy
¥ As conflict spreads and fear grips communities, the country's %:
< Catholic bishops have warned against growing discrimination
Ty c . . Iys
%% and division based on language differences. &
b A3 %
Ty . . Iy
& The members of the National Episcopal Conference of Congo #;
¥* (CENCO) caution that linguistic divisions risk deepening social s
< fractures at a time when national unity is crucial. g
Iy Iys
* b
5 “While our brothers and sisters living in the eastern part of our &
Iy . . . Iys
& country, the Democratic Republic of Congo, particularly those #;
%% in the provinces of North and South Kivu, are stricken by the &:
< horrors of war, in recent days we have witnessed a resurgence of
B . . . . . N2
%% violence based on linguistic expression in other parts of the 3
5 » . . . «%
%% country,” said the Congolese Bishops in a statement released on s
& February 22. o
P g
#¢ The Church leaders lament that some Congolese are
i stigmatizing their fellow citizens who are speaking Swahili, #;
%+ which is one of the country’s four national languages, alongside s
% numerous local dialects. They describe the situation as a “hunt
Uy - » ya
s for Swahili speakers. 5
bAS b A
Iy Iyd
b B
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Misuse of religious platforms

According to the Bishops, some “pastors” are using church
pulpits and other religious gatherings to spread division, hence
undermining social harmony as well as betraying the
fundamental principles of faith, which should promote unity,
peace, and coexistence.

4

<

-a
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“CENCO is all the more indignant to see certain pastors'
exploiting the platforms of their churches and other preaching
settings to hold speeches that incite discrimination, hatred, and
violence against other Congolese men and women because of
their origin, language, or morphology.”

Let us go back to our social unity

Even though the DRC has faced decades of violence, political
instability, and ethnic tensions, the Bishops have pointed out
the need to embrace past instances where Congolese citizens
demonstrated unity by electing leaders from different regions as
a sign of cross-regional acceptance and cooperation.

They recalled a time when “a native of Congo Centrale was
massively elected Governor and National Deputy of Goma. At
the same time, candidates for President of the Republic from the
West and East were genuinely elected on both sides.”

“Today, unfortunately, we are experiencing a regression that
cannot fail to concern us,” they decry.

Maturity and solidarity

The Bishops called for maturity and solidarity for all citizens
and warned that promoting discrimination under the guise of
patriotism threatens national unity and undermines the pursuit
of lasting peace. They therefore appealed for solidarity towards
those displaced by war and insecurity.
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“Do not be misled by those who preach division and the hunting
down of Swahili-speakers, natives of the East or foreigners, as
an expression of patriotism and paths to peace for our country,”
read the Bishops' statement. “We invite compassion and
solidarity towards those brothers and sisters who find
MARCH 2025 NEWSLETTER 27
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% themselves forced by war and insecurity to leave their lands and &
% homes, and to offer them hospitality in our families and in our &
< safe places.” &
Tyd Yy

w4 The Bishops called on the government to take full responsibility
=% to ensure all sectors of the Congolese population are protected
%% and that there is social cohesion and good living together for all
¢ races and ethnic groups in the DRC.

% 4. Pope on Al: Responsibility is key

% Pope Francis appeals for responsibility and conscience in his
%+ message to the Fourth Latin American Conference organized by
<; CEPROME and the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of

%% Minors, on the theme 'Artificial Intelligence and Sexual Abuse:
%+ A New Challenge for Prevention.

%% When we use or design Al, we must remember that we remain
@¥* responsible...

%+ Pope Francis stressed this in his message to the participants in
¥: the Fourth Latin American Conference organized by
*%z CEPROME and the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of
%% Minors, on the theme 'Artificial Intelligence and Sexual Abuse:
¥ A New Challenge for Prevention, taking place in Lima, Peru,
%% from 25 to 27 February 2025.

<: In the message, signed 13 January, the Pope said he wished to
% join all those participating in the Congress.

=z 'l pray to God," he stressed, 'to sustain all efforts aimed at
%4 eradicating this scourge from society and, in particular, to bless
&2 the initiative you are promoting and the fruits it is meant to
=% bear."
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< “I pray to God to sustain all efforts aimed at eradicating this 2
% scourge from society and, in particular, to bless the initiative

T N
¥4 you are promoting and the fruits it is meant to bear.” ¥
B . . ¥
3% Al revolutionizing the internet A
% . ; e DA
w4 Recalling that they have chosen as the theme ‘'Artificial %
&% Intelligence,’ he observed that ‘like a tsunami,' it ‘has &
Yy .. . .. . . iy
8 revolutionized the ever-evolving realities of the internet. o
;;\: DY
%

TAq
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He said that 'for an elderly priest, the technical components of
these topics may be difficult to grasp, and it is challenging to
stay updated on every advancement in this parallel universe we
call the web." "However, truth—Truth with a capital T—which
is Jesus Christ," he continued, "will always remain relevant and,
therefore, valid for reflection on any subject that presents itself
asnew.’
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“However, truth—Truth H with a capital T—which is Jesus
Christ, will always remain relevant and, therefore, valid for
reflection on any subject that presents itself as new”

Among the many issues that may arise regarding Artificial
Intelligence, and that he acknowledged they certainly will
address systematically, in their discussions, is the need for
'responsibility.’

The responsibility remains 'ours'

In the case of artificial intelligence, there is a "perceived
impunity," which, he observed, "reaches a new level, as it moves
beyond merely viewing, transmitting, or collecting
inappropriate materials to the creation of ‘mew, synthetic
content.”

"The fact that our own hands did not produce these materials,’
he noted, "may create the false illusion that we are not the ones
'doing’ something shameful—attacking a person, stealing an
image, using someone else's concept or idea, or exposing
something intimate that should remain private."

‘But that is not true," he went on to caution, reminding, 'The
machine follows our commands; it executes but does not decide
on its own—except to the extent that it has been programmed
todo so.
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The Pope compared being aware of Al's risks to that of the risks
when we drive a powerful car.

Using technology, he suggested, has risks that can create harm,
just like those when we, in a powerful car, “step on the
accelerator’ or ‘cross into the opposite lane."
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Scripture can guide us &
Within the framework of their own responsibility, Pope Francis &
v

stressed, both users of such technology and its designers, ‘who

must ensure its safety," "'must be held accountable.’

In this sense, Scripture, the Holy Father said, can guide us in
responding to these challenges.

First, it can do so, he noted "by giving voice to God and to the
victims who cry out to Him so that awareness is raised about
the harm being done," and "second," by exposing the falsehood
of using technology as an excuse to ease our conscience," "urging
individuals, technology designers, and authorities to establish
clear, concrete, and enforceable regulations to prevent its
harmful or criminal use.'

Finally, Pope Francis concluded by praying that Jesus bless the
Congress participants, that Mary watch over them, and by
requesting their prayers.
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Blessing of School Bus at Selliampatty
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Rev.Fr. DOMINIC RAJA - 3:3.1959
Rev.Fr. A.SUSAIRAJ - 6.3.1992
Rev.Fr. M.IRUDAYARAJ - 16.3.1971
Rev.Fr. A AROCKIA SAVARIYAPPAN - 21.3.1974
Rev.Fr. A.LUCAS - 24.3.1973
Rev.Fr. M.ROBERT WILLIAM - 28.3.1975
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Feastday Wishes

Rev.Fr. M.SOOSAI - 19™ MARCH

Rev.Fr. M.JOSEPH ROZARIO - 19™ MARCH

Rev.Fr. A.SUSAIRAJ - 19™ MARCH ————

Rev.Fr. KMARIA JOSEPH - 19™ MARCH

Rev.Fr. S.MARIA JOSEPH - 19™ MARCH 4

Rev.Fr. A ALFRED JOSEPH - 19™ MARCH al

Rev.Fr. A.SUSAIRAJ - 19™ MARCH a4
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V}‘E Rev.Fr. ISSAC T.PUTHANGADY- 3.3.1988 Rev.Fr. PIUS K.S. - 12.3.1995 v
:v‘; Rev.Fr. S.AMALRAJ - 3.3.1995 Rev.Fr. GEORGE VAUTIU - 13.3.1996 :v‘
:v‘; Rev.Fr. V.S.PUSHPANATHER - 3.3.2000 Rev.Fr. THOMAS KURUVILA - 15.3.1996 :v‘
ZV‘; Rev.Fr. ARUL SUNDARAM - 5.3.1982 Rev.Fr. ISSAC JUNIOR - 29.3.1988 ZV‘
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